
FORGIVE US, OH LORD 
(Universal Lamentation for New Pentecost II) 
 
And in Your justice, You condemned the persons in the time of Noah, “the wickedness of man was 
great upon the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was altogether evil all the 
time. And the LORD regretted that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His 
heart. I will blot out man, whom I have created, from the face of the earth” (Gen.6). 
 
And in the time of Sodom and Gomorrah, You granted a verdict, “Then the LORD rained on 
Sodom and Gomorrah sulfur and fire out of heaven” (Gen.19). 
 
So, we understand that in so many cases, oh Lord, You look at the sins of humanity collectively, in 
such cases, all share the effects of what one person has done. As we look at what happened to the 
Egyptian kingdom (just because of the stubbornness of Pharaoh, its leader), we understand Your 
way, “and festering boils broke out on people and animals” (Ex.9). And also, we read what 
happened to the whole tribes of Israel just because of the treachery of the family of Achan, Israel 
“were routed by the men of Ai…They chased the Israelites from the city gate as far as the stone 
quarries and struck them down on the slopes” (Josh.7: 1-16). 
 
  
“But Thou art the same, and Thy years shall have no end…” (Ps.102:27) 
  
 
It is high time then to lament for help from You, oh Lord, rather than wait until calamities come; we 
can no longer leave humanity’s fate to leaders and persons as we behold the continuing extinction of 
peace and commonwealth. Sin has surpassed its measures. We are guilty of criminal abuse of grace; 
we have sinned in ten counts, and even more. Thus, hear our lament: 
 
We have set up other gods before You. Some of Your children, in many communities of nations 
now, petition for their right to worship satan, witchcraft, freemasonry, etc. “You shall have no other 
gods before Me” (Ex.20).  You are the only God, the Maker of Heaven and earth, and yet, we have 
more than a hundred religions and gods in the earth. 
 
We are guilty, forgive us oh Lord. 
 
And what a revulsion deserving Your justice when the Ten Commandments were removed because 
the city council of Oklahoma requested that the statue of satan be raised side by side or both of 
them be taken down (Satan Statue at the Oklahoma State Capitol? (governing.com), “You shall not 
make for yourself a carved image… Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them” 
 
We are guilty, forgive us oh Lord. 
 
We have made fun of God’s name and use Him liberally in curses ““You shall not take the name of 
the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain.” 
Even many persons laugh at the mention of Your Holy Name, and say, “There is no God.” 
 
We are guilty, forgive us oh Lord. 
 
We are busy working all week for institutions and now have Sunday for shopping and other personal 
affairs; some have made Sunday only a fun day: stadiums and theatres much busy as the pews and 
parking lots of the church fallow in desolation and weeds, “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it 
holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord 
your God… in it thou shalt not do any work” 

http://governing.com/


 
We are guilty, forgive us oh Lord. 
 
Parents and Guardians experience that many children are no longer respectful. One mother has 
explained how her teenage boy walked up to her recently and said, “I wish you die soon;” another 
said her teenage daughter just had one word for her on the phone as she was dealing with the strains 
of recovering from the COVID in the hospital, “Do you want to apologize to me before dying.” 
Forgive our young ones, oh LORD, extend their lifespan, “Honor your father and your mother, that 
your days may be long upon the land which the Lord your God is giving you” 
 
We are guilty, forgive us oh Lord. 
 
Killing has become tolerable according to the ruling of the many. Many children grilled in the womb 
of their mothers and the countries say, “it’s okay”; old ones euthanized in many countries and they 
say, “it’s okay.” “Thou shall not kill.” How urgent the earth that has forced to drink much blood 
cries out for relief?  See the evil in the institutions of higher learning among the cults and gangs. See 
how they murdered that professor and his entourage recently in that wailing Nigerian road. See now, 
oh Lord, that many teachers/professors are afraid of providing honest assessment and guidance to 
their students so that they do not lose their lives. 
 
We are guilty, forgive us oh Lord. 
 
We have given a free pass to premarital sex, and in fact, one would be considered abnormal by 
his/her peers if she does not partake of this. Schools and classrooms have recruited many amorous 
teachers who prey on innocent virgins by actions or unbefitting curriculum. Offices and some 
workplaces have become a place for flirting and third-partner romance, even extramarital sexual 
activities, “Thou shall not commit adultery.” 
 
We are guilty, forgive us oh Lord. 
 
Stealing has been rebranded and weaved into sociocultural mores in many nations. They say, “Thou 
shall not be caught,” as long as the public does not see what you are doing, you are right. But You 
say, “Thou shall not steal.” We have neglected Your holy verdict in our hearts; we are concerned 
more about persons seeing us than God Who is almighty. Some nations have stolen the wealth of 
other nations; some persons are duping others from other nations by internet fraud. 
 
We are guilty, forgive us oh Lord. 
 
See what is going on in many of our law courts. See how some of the lawyers have borne false 
witnesses. Truth has become synonymous with getting a high-rated eloquent attorney. A consistent 
lie has passed for truth; in many cases, the innocent who could not get one loses the case and the 
guilty is rewarded. Do the lawyers also know the dictates of truth in their consciences? What is truth, 
asked Pilate. Jesus is Truth, He is the Word of God, and we all will stand before Him to give an 
account, “Thou shall not bear false witness.” 
 
We are guilty, forgive us oh Lord. 
 
Pornography is now tolerated, and many families are hurting, “thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s 
wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant.” We have sinned. See oh Lord, some couples give 
themselves the exemption of Your Law, both agree to look together at bare bodies of others on the 
TV screens. There is no guiltless way of viewing pornography! 
 
We are guilty, forgive us oh Lord. 



 
See the level of greed, rat race for money, often borne out of jealousy and discontentment, “Thou 
shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house…nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbor’s.” 
Many have enough to be happy, but they have taken more workloads, and of course stress, as to 
make more money and live like anyone else. And see how we have forgotten that the greatest 
pursuit, the most sublime happiness, the most profound discovery is not just the airplane, atomic 
power, or wealth. The greatest discovery on earth, says Robert Bellarmine, is to know why I am here 
in the world. And it’s to seek eternal life and to glorify God. All who have discovered this are at 
peace whereas misery comes from godless pursuits. See how we have built a restless universe by 
seeking material things, “what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and lose his soul?” 
(Mk.8:36). 
 
We are guilty, forgive us oh Lord. 
 
Your Son taught us the sacredness of marriage, “In the beginning God made man and woman… 
and what He has put together, no one should put asunder.” We have offended You by redefining 
Your plan, allowing man and man to marry, and woman and woman to marry: We have undermined 
Your plan by allowing divorce in higher statistics. Many now live as “creators and lords” of their 
own bodies, “do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you 
have from God? You are not your own” (I Cor.6: 19). Today many say, “your body, your choice.” 
But it is wrong. You have chosen our sexes and we belong to You. 
 
We are guilty, forgive us oh Lord. 
 
You have mentioned that You are twice offended by shepherds and pastors who mislead others in 
the name of Love. They deceive persons, “Do not listen to what the prophets are prophesying to 
you; they fill you with false hopes…They keep saying to those who despise me, ‘The Lord says: You 
will have peace.’ And to all who follow the stubbornness of their hearts they say, ‘No harm will 
come to you.’ But which of them has stood in the council of the LORD” (JER.23)? How have we 
given a pass mark to conducts that You disapprove. And Your words are clear, “If you say that you 
love Me and do not keep My Commandments, you are liar” (I Jn.2:22). 
 
We are guilty, forgive us oh Lord. 
 
Dear Lord and God, we are guilty, forgive us. You had forgiven the sinful woman in these words, 
“Go home and sin no more” Make everyone to leave this page sinning no more. 
 
Fr. Ignatius Mary (cmdorg.org) 
Through Mary to Jesus         9/17/2021 
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