
WHO IS GOOD? 
 
Every now and then in the funeral wake or after the funeral Mass, a eulogy is given. “He was a good 
man.” “She was a great woman.” “My son was a wonderful person.” Furthermore, we hear others say, “I 
am a good person; I help some orphans and widows, that’s my own faith. I do not believe in God.” Some 
others say, “I fight for animal rights, I care, and I am for love.” “I fight for human rights, humanity is my 
passion, I do not go to church nor believe in praying. I am a good person.” 
 
These are good words, and we have to acknowledge goodness and greatness. 
 
Nevertheless, dear Friend, we can do good things, great things, and wonderful things, but we are not 
intrinsically (by nature) good. There is no one on earth who does not need God. Jesus explains this 
clearly in the Gospel read in the Catholic church today, “Why do you ask Me about the good? There is 
only One who is good.” (Mat.19: 16-17). We all have a nature laden with potential evilness. Our human 
nature was good at the beginning, “God declared all He has made good” (Gen.1:31). However, after the 
Fall, every person now has acquired a new nature. 
 
Thus, we need a Savior, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by 
His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Rom.3:23).  He is our righteousness and 
goodness. He is the One in Whom the Father is well-pleased, and to become pleasing to the Father and 
freed from the compulsion of fallen nature, you need Jesus and baptism through Jesus Christ, “creation 
itself will be set free…and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. For we know that 
the whole creation has been groaning.” (Rom.8:22). And for all who are already baptized, there is no 
one who truly belongs to and believes in Jesus Christ who does not need to go to church and to pray. 
 
Also, dear Friend, kindly know that it grieves the Holy Spirit when you ascribe goodness and greatness to 
yourself or to your beloved ones rather than acknowledge God. What follows this is the withdrawal of 
the Hands of God, and then one’s dishonor, “LORD, when You favored me, You made my royal mountain 
stand firm; but when You hid your face, I was dismayed” (Ps.30:7); “So the one who thinks he is standing 
firm should be careful not to fall.” (1 Cor.10:12). I have seen persons who were very well respected in 
the public and how, after persons watched their interviews on the radio or television, some of them 
have fallen because they ascribed all glory to themselves or to the people saying, “It is not your God 
Who made this to happen.” 
 
Anyway, I want to conclude observing that these brands of eulogies pierce heavens and human hearts: 
“By God’s grace she lived a good life.” “By God’s grace he did wonderful things.” “God made her a great 
woman.” And self-proclamations like, “I am what I am by the grace of God.” Kindly meditate on these 
Scriptural passages as well: “What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why 
do you boast as though you did not?” (I Cor.4:7). “Rather, “Let him (her) who boasts boast in the 
Lord.”  (2 Cor.10:17). 
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