
WAS GOD FAIR TO HER?


As we contemplate the reading of today (Jgs.11), we are faced with a crude fact of faith. It is 
good not to contend with God during our lifetime or at the moment of death. Some who did not 
foresee the nature of their end ended up contending with God, even cursing God in the 
wordless voice of their last breadth, disappointed, they conjectured that He abandoned them. 
As such, contemplating on the possible scenarios written here will be a necessary preparation 
injected deep into one’s subconscious.


Jephthah had vowed to offer her daughter to God just like Abraham who resolved to offer his 
son. God’s providence rescued Isaac from gruesome immolation in the hand of his father; but 
in the case of Jephthah’s daughter, God acquiesced to her immolation. Persons may take 
different sides regarding the ethics of this incidence. They would question why God had to 
allow this girl to be sacrificed. They would question the goodness of God. Dear Friend, in this 
case, and other appalling cases of the Scriptures that mystify our comprehension, let God be 
the judge. God’s way is not our way (Is.55:9). However, let us look at this case as it relates to 
each of us.


Many of us have made vows/promises to God. For some persons they have not been 
subjected to the slaughter-table due to their vows/faith. For some others, they have been 
through the dregs and pits of the crucible because of their vows/faith. This person prays while 
his wife had cancer and she recovered; this other person prayed while his wife had cancer and 
she died. This person is enjoying a good marriage and this other person is enduring a turbulent 
marriage. The children of this family are doing very well, and the children of this other family are 
being tested in hard ways. And in some cases, though everyone is going through some form of 
crucible, it could be that the persons who seem to pray more find themselves in more intense 
crucibles.


This is the crude truth: oftentimes, God allows some persons to go through the furnace or even 
die in the furnace like in the case of His Son Jesus Christ, “if this cup shall not pass Me by let 
Your Will be done.” Oftentimes, God’s Will allows some persons to be scorched and roasted in 
the furnace to His glory like Joan of Arc. The same God also allows others to escape from the 
burning furnace to His glory like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (Dan.3).


Dear Friend, resolve in your heart to accept the fact that God does whatever pleases Him, and 
He knows the best, HIS WAYS ARE HIGHER THAN OUR WAYS; let us not stop praying and 
trusting Him in all cases. The first can be the last. Many who lived a virtuous faith-filled life 
ended up resenting God in their hearts while they went through the cavalry of chemotherapy; 
the sepulcher of the loss of their own child; the Gethsemane of abandonment and betrayal by 
their spouse or friend; the praetorium of unjust condemnation for their faith.


Fr. Ignatius Mary (cmdorg.org)

Through Mary to Jesus


