
Making a Right Judgment  
 
The sudden rise of the collapse of societies, communities, organizations, and of course families is 
directly proportional to the rise and toleration of strife. Carefully pay attention to the stressful 
sentiments building up in your heart and mind about someone, that is my definition of strife. Strife is 
one weapon of the evil one that persons easily yield to. When tolerated, it opens a can of worms that 
gradually attacks all the fabrics that thread a relationship together. Nations are divided today, and 
sibling rivalry has increased. Even though this adage is old, “stamus unitum dividit labimur (united we 
stand, divided we fall)” we should not let it slip into the unconscious or be forgotten, lest it wrecks the 
same havoc it has brought in families and organizations. George Santayana rightly says, “Those who 
forget history are condemned to repeat it.” There is nothing new in the world; the science of 
relationship has basic principles that cannot be ignored lest we empower the formula that brings 
relationship-atrophy. 
 
I would like to say something on the spiritual law of relationship; hopefully, this helps someone to 
quickly fix a downward slide that has already started protruding from his/her mind. Any decision you 
make out of anger is bound to come from darkness (or the flesh and the world) and not born of light. It 
may be anger towards a brother, sister, coworker, prayer partner, conferrer, parent, employee, etc. 
When the impulse of anger is knocking at your heart, do not open the door wide because the more you 
let it in, in a short time it will overpower your mind and seize your will, and then, it is not difficult to act 
wrongly. Oftentimes, when you mull over the anger for a long time, and do not let it go, it could lead to 
spiritual obsession, even possession. At this moment, the will power can be intoxicated, and rightful use 
of season disinhibited, just like alcohol also does. Once the mind has been conquered and unfriendly 
actions flow without any restraint. If the annoying thought or action about the person has already been 
let in, and now has become a resentful undercurrent in your heart, turn unto God and pray, and 
remember His caution, “human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires” 
(James 1:20). 
 
Division starts in the mind and when the bond is loosened in the mind, eventually we see actions of 
hostility and simultaneous physical separation. It always begins in the mind, and thus, one of my most 
treasured verse of the Book of Life, “always renew your mind” (Rom.12:2). When the mind is stirred by 
savage anger, it flows and contaminates other faculties our being. We have many good lessons we can 
learn from nature. Growing up as a little boy, the main source of water supply in my community was the 
stream/river. Today we have boreholes aqueducts. Those streams contain water, shrubs, and underlying 
particles of mud. Oftentimes, someone viciously stirred the stream at its main source, and as it flowed 
downwards, one could see a comingling of riotous particles, even the color of the water changed. At 
that moment, if you drew that water and drank from it, you drink these unhealthy particles and 
contaminated color as well. If you were patient and waited awhile, the particles settle down, and the 
watercolor became clearer. Our brains and hearts (the main source of our being) contain particles and 
water as well. When our mind is stirred by anger, we feed our willpower with riotous particles that could 
produce riotous decisions and actions. We will have less regrets in our relationships if we can kindly wait 
until the stir is calmed. Remember the blessed words, “be quick to hear, but slow to speak” (Sir.5:11). 
Patience saves relationships from collapsing, “A hot-tempered person stirs up conflict, but the one who 
is patient calms a quarrel” (Prov.15:18). Santayana also says, "It takes patience to appreciate domestic 
bliss; volatile spirits prefer unhappiness." 
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