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At the beginning, the world was formless, and the Spirit hovered over the darkness (Gen.1:1). God spoke 
His Word, and there was light. The Word of God is light, and the entrance of the Word brings light. Send 
forth Your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. Grant, oh Lord, that this light permeates the innermost 
thoughts of all who read and meditate on this reflection. 
 
The subject matter of this reflection is the Inspiration of the WORD OF GOD, more precisely, the origin 
of the Word of God. The main motive here is to attend to the convoluted situations in the world because 
the world and the Word of God have an inextricable umbilical link. Persons who are observant can 
testify that something explosive is currently brewing both in the church and different countries of the 
world. There is a correlation between obedience to the Word of God, cosmic harmony, and peace in the 
world. There is a manual attached to each product by the producer/manufacturer. The manual describes 
the product and how to use the product as well. A product falls into disarray when the direction for use 
in that manual is altered as intended by the producer. One has the right over the product because 
he/she has paid for it; however, this right over the product does not overstep the product’s manual of 
operation. The extent of the corruption or misuse of the manual is proportional to the extent of the 
corruption and disuse of the product. No one would expect the product to function properly when its 
manual of operation is corrupted. 
 
The difficulties in the world now are consequences of our sins. We have defected from God’s manual of 
instruction and thus have fallen away from God’s design and purpose. There are blessings for obeying 
God’s Word and curses from defecting from His Word, “The LORD will open the heavens, His abundant 
storehouse, to send rain on your land in season and to bless all the work of your hands… if you hear and 
carefully follow the commandments of the LORD your God” (Deut.28). Every now and then, parents 
come to me lamenting the choices of their children; clear enough too, we see turmoil brewing in the 
Body of Christ. I will conclude this reflection with a vehement Scriptural passage bearing witness to our 
current situation, and A PRAYER OF CONSECRATION TO THE WORD OF GOD (kindly use it as to be 
consecrated to the Truth as the delusion of the anti-Christ will increase). The universe is not a product of 
chance; the universe is created. God is the Creator; He created everything by His WORD (Ps.33:6, 
Heb.11: 1-3). He has given us the Sacred Scripture, His Word, a guideline that helps us to know and 
relate with Him, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” 
(Jn.1:1); “Ignorance of the Scripture (Word) is ignorance of God.” He has also given directions on how to 
maintain a good relationship with other creatures, “For whatever was written in former days was 
written for our instruction” (Rom.15:4); “do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways 
acknowledge Him, and He will make straight your paths” (Prov.3:5). God’s Word is even more profound 
than a manual, however, that is the closest analogy we have for now. It is the word of truth, 
the gospel of salvation, “Consecrate them in the Truth, Your Word is the Truth” (Jn.17:17). Truth and 
Love are indivisible. God is Truth. God is Love. Scripture leads us to the God of Love and His Love brings 
peace, freedom, and harmony. Lies cause disharmony. False love creates chaotic societies.   
 
The significance of the case treated below demands that we do not skip this as a theological filibuster 
because its effects are already upon us, even though humanity is busy seeking solutions everywhere else 
than where they can be found. Where there is attraction and zeal, a topic never looks long. In these 
recent decades, the argument seemed to be so heated up and more socio-religious confusion came up 
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as the Word of God does not have its authority over human choices. As the difficulty escalated, some 
current theologians caution, “we have entered into that period which allows for a retrospective view on 
the “traditional doctrine” (RF Collins Introduction to the New Testament, p.327). Jesus says, “And you 
who do you say I am?” At the end, the point is not merely about theologians, the church, or the society, 
it is about you and me. “What do you say the Word of God is and how does the Word of God relate with 
your choices?” We all will stand before God to give an account of His Word. 
 
The inquiry is, “why did we defect from the manual for the universe, the Word of God?” Many answers 
could be provided, but the main reason for the defection pertains to the origin of the Word of God; for 
some the inquiry helped them to deepen their love and obedience to God’s Word, for some others, like 
Eve of old, it led them to self-love and disobedience. The crux of the inquiry is “how much did God 
provide and how much did the human author provide in the Books of the Sacred Scripture? Is it 
undiluted Word of God or human beings writing what they believe God wanted them to write? Is the 
Bible truly the Word of God?” This is the subject matter of Inspiration. As such, we recourse to the true 
understanding of Inspiration and use of the Scriptures. 
 
A LITTLE BACKGROUND 
Inspiration comes from two Latin words ‘in’ + ‘spirare’ which together mean “breathe in.” The most 
basic explanation of the origin of the Word of God is contained the Sacred Scripture itself,    
 
2 Tim 3:16 
  “All Scripture is inspired by God and useful for refuting error, for guiding people’s lives and teaching 
them to be upright”.  
 
2 Pet 1:20-21 
“No prophecy in Scripture is a personal interpretation, when men spoke it was not their initiative, it 
came from God.  Men were propelled by the Holy Spirit, (pheromenoi).  
 
Theologians have deliberated on the extent of the cooperation of man in the composition of the Sacred 
Scripture. Summarily, they listed some of these perspectives:  a.) Hypnotic theory: meaning, human 
authors of the Sacred Scripture completely taken over by God (Philo) b.) Verbal dictation theory: human 
authors of the Sacred Scripture as copycats or stenographers, God dictated the Word of God while they 
wrote down what He dictated (Cano and Banez). c.) Scholastic theologians, like Thomas Aquinas, had 
used the concepts of “Principle Efficient Cause” and “secondary efficient cause” to explain the subject of 
Inspiration of the Sacred Scripture. This simply holds that God is the main Author and human authors 
were instruments whom God used. d.) Many theologians, especially of contemporary dimension, 
believed that human authors played more roles in writing the Sacred Scriptures; they cooperated with 
the Holy Spirit, and therefore, did put their stamp, as well, on the Sacred Word of God (Dei Verbum: 
Church’s position). “The Vatican II formula ascribes a greater role to the sacred writer than do the 
Scholastic theory” (Fr. Tommy Lane). e.) Some other contemporary scholars argue that it may not just be 
an individual who was inspired to write but the whole community (Rahner), “This understanding of 
inspiration means that it was the believing community which really authored a particular book, although 
written on manuscript by an individual or editor.  This means that Israel was inspired for the 
composition of the Old Testament and the Church was inspired for the composition of the New 
Testament” (frtommylane.com). 
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HUMAN INGENUITY VS GOD’S INFLUENCE 
 
This is where we need to pay attention because when it is only when it is properly understood that the 
relevance of the Sacred Scripture will be restored. Theological errors hatch moral errors and transform 
into societal chaos. Little digressions in thought can produce a colossal bent; the little digression of the 
titanic ship on the sea-route caused a colossal wreckage, “Do not turn aside to the right or to the left 
from any of the words I command you” (Deut.28:14). Little yeast can corrupt an entire dough. Even 
though this last argument (community as the inspired of the Sacred Scripture) is not the accepted 
church’s position, however, its influence can be seen in the position of some persons who have 
influence in the church or some institutions of the church. Commenting on Inspiration of the Sacred 
Scripture, RAF Mackenzie, a Canadian Jesuit later appointed Rector of the Pontifical Biblical Institute, in 
his presidential address to the CBA in 1957 stated,  “this literature is the accumulation of a people, the 
archives of a family, a deposit which was not (until the very end of the OT period) a dead letter but was 
constantly used, reinterpreted, brought up to date, commented on, expanded…it is the work of an 
inspired tradition, which produced a growth in revelation by directing the work of successive 
redactors.”   Then another influential theologian continues, “Inspiration has been too closely identified 
with the individual author and with the written word; revelation has been too simply understood as a 
revealed proposition, and not as the word of God and the knowledge of God in the biblical sense…The 
vehicle of inspiration, I have insisted, is the community of the people of God, Israel and the Church: once 
again, I believe, the difficulty arises from isolating inspiration as the charisma of the individual author” 
(JL McKenzie, a Jesuit at Notre Dame, “The Social Character of Inspiration” CBQ 24 (1962) 115-125). Two 
of them seem to be “building upon Karl Rahner’s Inspiration in the Bible” (frtommylane.com).  
 
THE PROBLEMATIC OUTCOME    
When this position (Charism of the Community) is misapplied contextually as it is forcefully operating in 
a hidden way now, it would mean that in succeeding communities, emerging desires of persons or 
advocacies could be God speaking in a new language to an evolving human civilization. In that sense, 
what the community had practiced or what prevails in succeeding communities becomes the norm and 
inspired work. Its ideological influence has impact on modern quest for change of moral standards both 
in the church and in the society. This could be seen in the misapplication of the ethical concept 
“gradualism.” A retreat preacher had explained that before going to give a retreat for one religious 
community, she went to receive blessings from one of the church prelates. Before bestowing the 
blessing upon her, he exhorted “ask members of your religious family whether they are still stuck to the 
past or see the need to adapt to the modern needs of persons in the world.” Previously, he had openly 
expressed the need to change perspectives of the Scripture concerning gay persons. 
 
We need to review the true concept of gradualism and refrain from defecting from the Sacred Scripture. 
We cannot misinterpret the meaning of Gradualism which is so clear, “In Catholic moral theology, the 
law of gradualness, the law of graduality or gradualism, is the notion that people improve their 
relationship with God and grow in the virtues gradually, and do not jump to perfection in a single step.” 
(Ency.). “The emphasis on open-ended growth in virtue has appeared in papal teaching before. For 
instance, John Paul II's encyclical Veritatis Splendor cited the young rich man who upholds the 
commandments but is called still further by Jesus” (National Catholic Register). Both in its doctrinal and 
pastoral sense, it never implies compromise or righting a wrong. It means the patience of God and grace 
given to persons to overcome their sins gradually and yield to God’s Will and Word. It does not mean a 
change of God’s Word. 
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A whistleblower from a popular Catholic media observed what drew the ire of the world as the Synod of 
2015 went into preparation, “It is well known that not a few Catholic bishops are sympathetic to 
Kasper’s proposals, especially in his native Germany. Indeed, it came as no surprise in early May when 
the Zentralkomitee der deutschen Katholiken (Central Committee of the German Catholics) released a 
statement encouraging the Synod fathers to give serious consideration, among other things, to “a re-
evaluation of the methods of artificial birth control,”… “an integration into the life of the Church of 
spouses who now live in a second marriage after a divorce, and also their admittance to the Sacraments 
after a sound decision of conscience,” and “the unconditional acceptance of the cohabitation of loyal 
same-sex partnerships, and a clear attitude opposed to those current exclusions and devaluations of 
homosexual persons” (Fidelity to Moral Truth and the ‘Law of Graduality’ at the Upcoming Synod on the 
Family: Catholic News Agency, Jul 6, 2015). 
 
No one (clergy, religious, or lay persons) should pretend to be more compassionate or loving than Jesus 
Christ as to compromise the Word of God. Persons today use the name of LOVE to hurt God as they 
promote and compromise all that God detests, “If you love Me, you will keep My 
commandments…Whoever has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me” (Jn.14:15-
21). Jesus Christ is the Word of God and we hurt Him by disdaining the Word of God, “How much more 
severely do you think one deserves to be punished who has trampled on the Son of God, profaned the 
blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and insulted the Spirit of grace?” (Heb.10:29). The Holy Spirit 
is the Sacred Author of the Word of God and all assaults against the Word of God are contemptuous, 
“do not grieve the Holy Spirit.” Jesus Himself always conceded in obedience to the Father, and this 
attests to the unchangeable Word of God, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and 
earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore 
whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in 
the kingdom of heaven.” (Mat. 5: 17-19). Oftentimes persons confuse sins with Old Testament 
puritanical laws that were eventually perfected and completed in the teachings of Jesus Christ. All 
puritanical laws that disdained some persons have been completely abrogated by Jesus and are 
completed in the Sacred Scripture; therefore, He does not want persons to introduce acceptance of sins 
by citing instances in the Old Testament that Jesus changed. 
 
CONCLUSION 
This most prevailing position in the society concerning the use of the Word of God tends towards an 
ancient overemphasis on man, in the spirit of Protagoras, “man is the center of all things,” that is, man 
assuming more authority in the interpretation or use of the Scripture rather than focusing on what God 
has said through a human author). It is proper to acknowledge that God is the One Who gave the human 
authors the abilities and God played the dominant role. Here we can think of “Principal Instrumental 
Cause” (God) and “secondary instrumental cause” (human author), “for it is God who works in you, both 
to will and to work for his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:13); “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same 
Spirit distributes them. 5 There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different 
kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work. 7 Now to each one the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is given through the Spirit a 
message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit…All these are the 
work of one and the same Spirit, and He distributes them to each one, just as He determines” (I Cor.12); 
“just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him… There are some 
things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own 
destruction, as they do the other Scriptures” (2 Peter 3). 



 
Though it makes sense to think that human authors used their initiatives, however, let it not be difficult 
to understand also that the language and symbolisms that they used were also enabled by the Holy 
Spirit, “And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit 
gave them utterance” (Acts 2: 4). In that sense, rather than put emphasis on what the human being 
meant or what emerging human desires are, the question is what God, the main Author wants human 
beings to know. 
 
As this reflection comes to an end, concerning the Word of God, we should always remember two 
scenarios: one is the response of Adam and Eve to the tempter (The Fall of humanity) and the other is 
response of Jesus and Mary (The Redemption of humanity). Eve was lured away after questioning what 
God said, the consequence was disobedience with Adam that brought us suffering and death. Mary 
obeyed the Word, “Let it be done to me according to your Word” (Lk.1:38). Jesus never condoned 
anything the Father has written. Jesus shunned the tempter by affirming, “It is written…” (Mat.4). We 
can choose to return to the decadence of Fall or we choose to obey God’s Word and enjoy the freedom 
of Redemption. Again, at the end, the point is not merely about theologians, the church, or the society, 
it is about you and me. What do you say the Word of God? We all will stand before God to give an 
account of His Word. May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our hearts (Eph.1:17). 
 
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION TO THE WORD OF GOD (Consecration to Truth) 
 
O Lord GOD, You are God! Your Words are true. (2 Sam.7:28). I believe and affirm that Your Word, 
revealed in the Sacred Scriptures, contains all Truth. Your Word gives life, always abiding, ageless, the 
amiable flame of Divine Love. I repent for all disobedience to Your Word; forgive me, my family, all 
humanity, our predecessors, and entire creation in the measures we have departed from Your Word. I 
humble myself before You, beseeching that Your Word cleanses and washes me from my sins. Heal me, 
my family, humanity, and entire creation of all the infirmities that rejecting and loving Your Word has 
incurred, “and You sent forth Your Word and they were healed.” With all my heart, I turn to Your Word, 
the TRUTH, break all the yokes, bondages, curses, and deprivations my waywardness and that of others 
have imposed upon me, for You have promised, “the Truth will set you free.” Most Merciful Father, by 
the merits of the Sacrifice of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the Word made Flesh, make me holy, save me from 
condemnation; grant His prayers to You on my behalf, Sanctify (him/her) them in the truth; Your Word is 
truth” (Jn.17). 
 
Abba Father, I hereby consecrate (re-consecrate) myself to Your Word, the Eternal Truth; Thank You for 
sanctifying me by Your Word. I pledge allegiance to Your Word. I, most undeserving among all, claim all 
the blessings and promise of your Word; help me to keep my part of the covenant of Your Word as You 
always keep Yours. Holy Spirit, therefore, I pray, instill the Word of God, the Divine light in me; deign 
that it illumines my heart, conscience, thoughts, will, emotion, and actions. Grant me grace to 
understand the Word of God, to practice the Word of God and to teach the Word of God to others, in 
Jesus Name. Amen (cmdorg.org) 
 
CAUTION   2 Peter 2 
But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you, who will 
secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon 
themselves swift destruction. 2 And many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of 
truth will be blasphemed. 3 And in their greed, they will exploit you with false words. Their 
condemnation from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep. 
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4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell[a] and committed them to 
chains[b] of gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment; 5 if he did not spare the ancient world, but 
preserved Noah, a herald of righteousness, with seven others, when he brought a flood upon the world 
of the ungodly; 6 if by turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them to 
extinction, making them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly;[c] 7 and if he rescued 
righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the sensual conduct of the wicked 8 (for as that righteous man lived 
among them day after day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless deeds that he saw 
and heard); 9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials,[d] and to keep the unrighteous 
under punishment until the day of judgment, 10 and especially those who indulge[e] in the lust of 
defiling passion and despise authority. 
 
Bold and willful, they do not tremble as they blaspheme the glorious ones, 11 whereas angels, though 
greater in might and power, do not pronounce a blasphemous judgment against them before the Lord. 
12 But these, like irrational animals, creatures of instinct, born to be caught and destroyed, blaspheming 
about matters of which they are ignorant, will also be destroyed in their destruction, 13 suffering wrong 
as the wage for their wrongdoing. They count it pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are blots and 
blemishes, reveling in their deceptions,[f] while they feast with you. 14 They have eyes full of 
adultery,[g] insatiable for sin. They entice unsteady souls. They have hearts trained in greed. Accursed 
children! 15 Forsaking the right way, they have gone astray. They have followed the way of Balaam, the 
son of Beor, who loved gain from wrongdoing, 16 but was rebuked for his own transgression; a 
speechless donkey spoke with human voice and restrained the prophet's madness. 
 
17 These are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm. For them the gloom of utter darkness has 
been reserved. 18 For, speaking loud boasts of folly, they entice by sensual passions of the flesh those 
who are barely escaping from those who live in error. 19 They promise them freedom, but they 
themselves are slaves of corruption. 
 
Through Mary to Jesus 
 


