
He Has Borne Our Iniquities 
 
It is appropriate to accompany every preaching of the word of God in prayer. Oftentimes, when 
we sow a seed and neglect to nurture its growth, we get a poor harvest. The word of God is 
compared to a seed in the Parable of the Sower (Mat.13); there is a reason we have poor harvest 
of transformation of souls in parishes. As preachers, have we wondered why Jesus withdrew in 
prayer to deserted places after He had preached (Mk.6)? I believe that He gave Himself to prayer 
as to preserve what He has done. We preserve through prayer what we have received in prayer. 
As preachers and pastors wonder why they see little fruits from their arduous preaching-labors 
among their congregation, we can consider post-preaching-prayer as Jesus and the Apostles did 
(Acts 6:4). Most times, some persons have the unmerited opportunity to see the word that they 
have preached/written hanging, penetrating, or washed off from the hearts. Prayer is one driving 
force that helps the word of God to penetrate the heart (a chapter is dedicated to this topic in my 
Book, “God’s Foot is on the World”). 
 
Some still have difficulties getting over some lines from my last writeup (on Rejoice in the Lord 
Always II, cmdorg.org); many persons wonder whether God is that severe that He punishes our 
sins. Often persons claim that Christ has died for our sins once and for all 2000 years ago, 
therefore, there are no consequences of the “now-sins” and “future-sins.” A year ago, I was 
alarmed by a senior pastor who claimed that God makes us all prisoners of sin so that He will 
continue to show us mercy. Wrong ideas lead to wrong conduct. We are no longer prisoners of 
sin; Jesus has delivered us from the power of satan and given us graces for a new life. Sins will 
always have consequences. That Jesus has borne the reproaches of our sins on the Cross does not 
mean that current sins and future sins have no “reproaches.” When we love Him, we will spare 
Him of the weight of sins. Recall what happened on the way to Damascus? Though He had 
already resurrected and ascended, He still bears our afflictions, “Saul, Saul why are you 
persecuting Me?” (Acts 9:4). This question is for all of us who persecute Him by choosing to 
please the master of sin, satan. St John writes, “No one who is born of God practices sin” (1 John 
3:9); “the one who practices sin is of the devil” (1 John 3:8). St. Paul accentuates, “Are we to 
continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in 
it?” (Rom.6: 1-2). St. Jude cautions, “For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who 
were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of 
our God into licentiousness (immorality)” (Jude 4). 
 
And as I contemplated on the ongoing effects of that last reflection, especially persons who 
wonder if there is any consequence to their sins, I received these words, “If only they know that 
if God allows the weight of our current sins to be poured upon the world, everything will 
dissolve and be washed off.” Also, persons who complain of the little chastisement from God 
should know that if He allows the effect of their sins to be poured upon them, their spirits will be 
entirely extinguished. Our sins still have consequences. Jesus, Who is with us always, bears 
them; often, He allows some persons to share the weight with Him. We have seen innocent 
person (victim-souls) suffer terrible sickness or injustices for the sins of others. As such, Dear 
Friend, what we have as reproach from the Lord is nothing compared to what our sins merit. Let 
us always be thankful to Him and repent and turn away from sins.   
 
Fr. Ignatius Mary (
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