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Oftentimes, our past mistake or sin made us to encounter God or it helped us to understand the 
reality of our vulnerability. Disgrace could be the cause of one’s encounter with Grace. It brought 
one closer to God and instilled the spirit of humility and dependency upon God. In that sense, 
situations that bring disgrace could be turned into instances of eternal gratefulness. Many who 
currently feel that they cannot have a good image again, can learn from this writeup. 
 
While I was growing up, some memorable events occurred in my local community. By then, we did 
not have formal policing or law enforcement agents like in some modern cities; oftentimes, crimes 
were treated by some customary justice system. On two occasions, during my pre-teenage years, I 
witnessed the procession of the community as a crowd walked behind a man caught in some crimes 
(ranging from stealing a goat or a bicycle). The customary verdict was to strip him naked; crown him 
with palm fronds, tie his hands and then splash insects on his body. Then a crowd taunted him while 
he walked naked through a public square. By then it was fun for many to watch but for some time 
now, I grieve for those two men. As much as I could remember, that moment of their public 
disgrace was the last time I saw them in the community. They left the community, abandoning their 
ancestral homes. Ancestral home (the community from where originated) is very important to any 
African. To be cast out of it or to move away from it permanently, is an omen that no one would 
want. 
 
The story of Mary Magdalene is a favorite passage in the Bible that can help persons who have 
experienced public disgrace. As the entire city got to know of her sinfulness, she was stripped of 
honor. Her public disgrace was the cause of her encounter with Amazing Grace, Jesus Christ. Rather 
than allow her past sinful profile to stigmatize her future nobility, she turned the situation around. 
Her life became inseparable with Jesus to the extent that after the public stripping and crucifixion of 
Jesus Christ, on the day of Resurrection when all the crowd and the disciples had left, she was 
standing alone at the tomb until the Man who had stood alone with her on the day of her public 
stripping stood with to her asking, “Woman whom are you seeking” (Jn.20:5). 
 
Dear friend, what is your conscience telling you right now about your past life? Remember, the 
words I had sent earlier “Messenger of Mercy,” noting that even if our consciences condemn us 
God’s love is greater than the accusations of our consciences (I Jn.3:21). God’s Word says, “Lift up 
your head.” He says, “Neither do I condemn you” and also, He says, “the last shall be the first.” 
Like Mary Magdalene you are still in the A-list of Jesus Christ. Open wide your heart; savor His 
immense love, His sweet fire devours sentiments of shame and transforms persons into unashamed 
proclaimers of the Gospel of His love and mercy. 
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