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Starting from simple wisdom, we delve into a residue of mysterious wisdom. Businessmen are 
successful because they have a special wisdom; their mind’s eyes that redefine what is around them. 
Many persons call them ‘opportunists.’ When a businessman comes into a city, he has a different 
approach to what causes other persons frustration or forces them to relocate, for instance, scarcity 
of food or water supply. While others see these as obstacles, the businessman sees them as 
opportunities. He builds food stores and figures out a way to open a water company, and thus, he 
makes wealth out of the opportunities. Invention, they say, is a child of necessity. Rather than a 
problem to be solved, says Pope Francis, the world is a joyful mystery to be contemplated with 
gladness and praise (LaudatoSi). Many persons are fed up with the persons or things around them 
now; they just desire only one option, “quit.” I pray that this reflection stirs a renewed vision. 
 
At the beginning, “darkness covered the surface of the watery depths” (Gen.1:2), however, God saw 
something else: a beautiful and good world, “God saw all that He had made, and it was very good” 
(Gen.1:31). When humans fell, and iniquities knocked at the door of God’s wrath, though the 
people of God fell into despair, Jesus saw something even more appealing: “a people set apart and a 
holy nation.” He purchased for God, “a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 
tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing 
white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands”(Rev.7). 
 
Similarly, while others saw the Athenians as unclean heathens because idols decorated their cities as 
trees decorate a forest, St. Paul saw them as a very religious people, “Men of Athens, I perceive that 
in every way you are very religious. For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship” 
(Acts 17). 
 
What do we make of the world around us? What do we see? The ball is in our court today! You and 
I! We understand that every human person is wonderfully made just like the universe, and also as 
complex as the universe; thus, philosophers call every person the microcosm of reality. Man is a 
summary of the universe. Many persons are frustrated by persons or a person around them. When 
we see all blind spots/weaknesses decorating the persons around us, we can see these as opportunity 
to obey God’s words, ““With all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 
love.” (Eph. 4:12). There is blessing for obeying God's words. Oftentimes, He permits the 
weaknesses of persons around us as to train us in humility, and we obtain graces for a “spiritual test” 
passed. This does not mean that we become patient with persons or do good just for the purpose of 
amassing graces. Rather, when it is the reality that we are confronted with the blind spots of others, 
we can always see therein an opportunity for spiritual reward rather than being become regressively 
embittered. 
 
Someone may say: It is not as easy as you think, preacher! Well, dear Friend, remember that nothing 
comes by doing nothing in the spirit realm. Saints are made in complex situations and often, by 
enduring difficult persons that Divine Will has permitted around them. They can become 
opportunities to practice more forgiveness and love. The Saints we celebrate today did not choose 
the easy way as to earn God’s blessings and human admiration. They saw places infested with 
idolatry, drugs, prostitution, paganism, etc. as opportune grounds to establish the Kingdom of Jesus 
Christ and He rewarded their courageousness. Today, many missionaries want to go to already 
evangelized territories of Christ. What has happened to courageous witnessing to Christ the King of 
kings and the Lord of lords? What has happened to the church’s missionary mandate, “Go into the 
whole world and proclaim the good news?” (Mk.16: 15-16). 
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