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Therefore, if you bring your gift to the altar, and there recall that your brother has anything against 
you, leave your gift there at the altar, go first and be reconciled with your brother, and then come 
and offer your gift. Settle with your opponent quickly while on the way to court with him. 
Otherwise your opponent will hand you over to the judge, and the judge will hand you over to the 
guard, and you will be thrown into prison. Amen, I say to you, you will not be released until you 
have paid the last penny” (Mat.5: 20-26) 
 
This is today’s Gospel reading on the Feast of St. Barnabas the Apostle. At the beginning of Paul’s 
conversion, Barnabas was instrumental in strengthening and helping Paul; thus, Barnabas is called 
‘son of encouragement’ (Acts 4:36; 11 & 13). God wants us to support each other and strengthen 
each other. He wants us to pray for each other, and not to expose the weaknesses of each other. 
Some of the sons of Noah were mad that he got drunk and they watched his nakedness, Noah 
cursed his son who made others see his nakedness. Noah’s blessing upon the sons who covered his 
nakedness was granted by God (Gen.9). When we spread the information about other persons’ sins, 
we behave like those sons of Noah who did not cover their father. When we pray for each other and 
if need be, discuss the weakness of any person only with that person or with a spiritual director who 
could help the person, we please God. When someone talks to us about our weaknesses, we should 
distinguish constructive criticism that is intended to help us and destructive criticism which does not 
help so much. 
 
More importantly, in this Gospel passage of today, we see an urgent need to pray for souls who have 
departed, that is, helping our brothers and sisters who are now consigned to the place where they are 
demanded to pay the last penny. Many of the dead persons have not entered into the peace of God. 
Some are going through intense purification. Many times, the Lord has revealed souls who are in 
dire need in this place where they pay the last penny. This place is called purgatory.  If the dead 
person is already sent to hell, he or she need not pay the last penny because there is no exit door 
from hell. Not all persons who have die suddenly in the state of sins are condemned to hell. Some 
need purification from their sins as to enter eternal peace with God. Nothing unholy comes into the 
presence of God! Unfortunately, some of our family members are in this place and they are more 
desperate for assistance than most homeless persons on the street. Remember that when your family 
member is in jail in this physical world, they need someone to litigate for them; so also, dead persons 
who are undergoing purification need someone to pray to God for them. Can you pray for souls 
who are departed? Souls who have not entered into eternal life with God. Do not be ashamed of 
speaking about them. Maybe someone will criticize you for asking others to pray for desperate souls 
of dead persons, however, at the end of life you will see what you have done.  Blessed are those who 
do not see and believe. Your prayers for persons who have died in the state of sins are very much 
valuable. 
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