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“The WORD of God has a prominent role in the creation, existence, redemption and sustenance of 
the world (Rm.1:19-20, LG. no 3). There is a need to rekindle the fire of the gospel once preached 
by the Apostolic era and spread by missionaries. When the Word is no longer active, life in the 
mission or parish becomes superficial. This has left church pews empty and the people of God in 
many parts of the world interiorly hungry despite material prosperity. Even as the world population 
has grown larger, the number of churchgoers would seem to indicate that the world is critically 
depopulated. That is not the case. I wonder why our predecessors needed to build more churches at 
least for each community, whereas our own generation, far populated than they were, resort to 
selling more churches, leaving some communities without a Church. When the preaching of the 
Word is not powered by the Spirit, it does not produce effective results on souls. Recall that Christ 
has invited us to a more spiritual worship: “God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship 
in spirit and truth” (Jn.4:24). What we have in many of our churches is not edifying. Homilies that 
are indifferently prepared and proclaimed come short of edification and conviction of the 
Spirit.  The fire of the Holy Spirit is inevitable for life-changing proclamation of the Word. Does the 
Bible not say, “He MAKES HIS ANGELS WINDS, AND HIS MINISTERS A FLAME OF 
FIRE" (Heb.1:7)? We need the Holy Spirit to proclaim the Good news effectively. If Jesus needed 
the company of the Holy Spirit to proclaim the Good News (it is written, “The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon Me to proclaim…” (Lk.4:16-18, Is.61:1), it is then imperative that all disciples of Jesus, in 
preaching, should seek the company of the Holy Spirit as to evade sleepy churches of our time. The 
same Spirit descended on all the Apostles, while they stayed in prayer with the Mother of the Lord 
on the Pentecost, transformed them and gave them powerful utterance of the Word. 
 
Just as the same Spirit was imparted to Paul the Preacher by the laying on of hands, so all the 
ministers of the Word need the Spirit (1 Cor.11:26, PO. NO 5).” An America Great Preacher once 
remarked, “Isn't it staggering when you think that one sermon on the day of Pentecost produced 
3000 people? And we had some cities yesterday where 3000 sermons were preached, and nobody 
was saved. And it doesn't even faze us. The church used to be a lightning bolt, now it's a cruise ship. 
We are not marching to Zion - we are sailing there with ease. In the apostolic church it says they 
were all amazed - And now in our churches everybody wants to be amused. The church began in the 
upper room with a bunch of men agonizing, and it's ending in the supper room with a bunch of 
people organizing. We mistake rattle for revival, and commotion for creation, and action for 
unction” (CMD, Mission and Apostolate, p.110-113). Would you want to be part of this lay 
movement invoking a New Pentecost upon the universe, local parishes, and every family, please see 
cmdorg.org. You can send an email as well and you will receive instructions on how to start the 
initiative in your local church). 
 
Fr. Ignatius Mary (cmdorg.org) 
 

http://cmdorg.org/
http://cmdorg.org/

