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An African adage has it that one does not hunt for mouse while his or her house is being razed 
down by fire. What is confronting the world now is larger than what human intelligence or coast 
guards can solve, and we have more serious discomforting scenes ahead of us. How many persons 
should die before we begin to ask the right questions? Right questions lead to the path of solution. 
We need more spiritual remedies. Persons have zeal and the zeal can be properly directed through 
spiritual enlightenment. Everything has its roots: plagues and pandemics have roots in evil, 
devastating swarms of locusts and famine have roots in evil, racism has roots in evil etc. Evil has 
circumvented the world and many souls are in danger, including those protesting on the streets who 
have no good relationship with God. 
 
How can we attend to a spiritual need with physical remedy? Since when has it become a norm to 
wait for the civil government to end a pandemic while the shepherds who have the prophetic call 
from God go on self-enclosed vacation? When there was drought and plague in Israel, the king 
looked upon Elijah for answers to the end of the drought (I kg.18). In these past days, some leaders 
of the flock of God state that the churches will not resume regular activities until the government 
orders that all churches be reopened. Yes, that is fine to be law abiding. But what are the spiritual 
remedies taken to end the pandemic so that the government will order that churches be opened? Is 
it not necessary for the church to take a principal action, like the prophets of our faith? Few days 
ago, the Lord revealed that many pastors have gone into the merriment of self-enclosed holidays and 
some other pastors have seen this lockdown as a moment to engage in businesses that are profit 
oriented. Is this the time to watch all the movies that we could not catch up with while the gate of 
hell is open to grab the flocks entrusted to us? We can initiate family, parish, diocesan, and national 
prayers, reparation, repentance, and encourage spiritual sacrifices. Sending out 30 minutes telecast of 
preaching or Holy Mass is commendable; however, it is not enough. It is easier to see pastors who 
are moved by zeal for souls and pastors who work for pay. God is watching from above. 
 
These words of Joel ring deep within, “Put on sackcloth, you priests, and mourn; wail, you who 
minister before the altar. Come, spend the night in sackcloth, you who minister before my God; for 
the grain offerings and drink offerings are withheld from the house of your God. Declare a holy fast; 
call a sacred assembly” (Joel 1:13-14). One does not need to wait for the pastors to repent and make 
reparation as God stirs his or her heart. We need it now. Like in the old, so it is today, God is always 
the same, “If I close the sky so there is no rain, or if I command the locust to devour the land, or if I 
send a plague among My people, and My people who are called by My name humble themselves and 
pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, forgive their 
sin, and heal their land” (2 Chron.7:13-14). 
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