
Unconditional Love of God      January 30, 2020 
 
After the Talk on “Belonging to the Kingdom of Christ” last Tuesday on the prayer line (see 
schedule at cmdorg.org); I just want to reemphasize few cardinal points of that Talk. Our reading 
was from Lk.14: 15-24. Noting that the Bible is filled with symbolisms, we meditated on the lame, 
the crippled, and the blind who filled the room of the King. We recalled the case of the man born 
blind. The Pharisees asked Jesus whether the man was blind because of his sins or because of his 
parents’ sins. And the answer was neither was he blind because of the sins of the parents nor his 
(Jn.9). Good a thing this parable was preceded by an account of Jesus invited for dinner in the house 
of a Pharisee; the Pharisees believed that sinners should be excluded from the Temple. Also, we 
analyzed the crippled: when Leonardo da Vinci was painting his masterpiece “The Last Supper,” he 
sought long for a model for Judas Iscariot. He sought for a man whose face was hardened and 
distorted by sin -- and at last he found a beggar on the streets of Rome with a face so villainous; he 
shuddered when he looked at him. He hired the man to sit for him as he painted the face of Judas 
on his canvas (cited from Indian Christian). Therefore, during the Talk, I asserted that though the 
crippled, lame, or blind used to describe persons who are called into the Feast of the Lord could 
mean physical situation of deformities; however, it means more than that. It means persons 
considered to be unworthy. Moreover, it is not by chance that the next chapter that follows Lk.14 is 
an account of the parables of the Lost (sheep, coin, son/daughter, Lk.15). 
 
In all, dear Friend, God does not want any soul to be lost, “For I know the plans I have for you,” 
says the LORD. “They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope” 
(Jer.29:11). In God’s Kingdom, all are kindly received. God’s Love is all-embracing and 
unconditional. Persons who believe that they have sinned so much to be unworthy of Heaven 
should know that there is no one on earth who has not sinned, but in all these “nothing can separate 
us from the love of God” (Rom.8:39). As exemplified in the Father of the Prodigal Son, the 
crippled, lame, blind, lost sheep, lost coin, lost son or daughter are welcomed with deep joy in the 
Heart of God. Do you feel unworthy to be in the priesthood, religious life or your current marriage 
because of past sins? Are you overwhelmed by the verdict of your conscience? Remember that 
God’s Love is greater, “If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, and 
He knows everything” (I Jn.3: 20). Do you feel condemned? Remember, “there is no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Rom.8:1). Jesus welcomes you; ask Him to forgive you and for 
graces to love and serve Him more. 
 
Fr. Ignatius Mary (cmdorg.org) 
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