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WIND OF RENEWAL 
 

April 14, 2018 

 

Whether it is in the church, prayer group, religious community, or domestic family, etc. 

conflicts are not the problem. Conflicts are neutral forces. Wherever you have human beings, 

there will always be diverse interests, and thus, conflict. “How” conflicts are resolved could be 

the “wisdom” or “problem” itself.  Conflict can lead to a restful harmony when approached with 

wisdom; also, it can lead to protracted rancor when until foundational principles are revisited. 

My reflection is based on today’s reading (Acts 6:1-7); I will also point out what happened in 

2013 during the election of the Pope, which many never heard of. 

The Church began manifestly at Pentecost in the Acts of the Apostles. In this book, we see the 

common principles established for Church-governance at its foundation. In today’s reading, 

conflict arose among the members of the early church concerning the distribution of food and 

commonwealth. Jewish Christians maneuvered other converts in the distribution of goods. And 

the report got to the Apostles, and what could be called the First Church-referendum, was 

convened. The Apostles (Bishops, and pastors) required these Christians to choose seven men 

who would oversee the distribution of commonwealth. Requirements for the seven men, 

“persons filled with Holy Spirit and wisdom.” Following their prayers, these chosen seven men 

received blessings from the Apostles. This is the foundation of the Church government. 

 

Foundations are very important in any building; buildings can be renovated but the foundations 

can only be reinforced not replaced, unless one wants to demolish the entire building. When 

there are new issues arising in the United Nations, they visit the magna carter, the constitution 

founded at the foundation of the United Nations; when new issues arise in democratic polis, 

they visit the constitution promulgated at the foundation of the polis, this is why Philadelphia 

Constitutional Conference, can only be amended not abrogated. 

 

What we need to revisit in the church for renewal? 

(A). “But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” (Acts 6:4). When 

ministers of God relinquish the primary office of prayer and preaching the Word of God to 

become primary administrators of commonwealth (funds, projects, etc.), we may not witness 

the power of the Holy Spirit as was visible in the foundation of the Church. While speaking to 

us (his sons) during the recent Chrism Mass, Bishop James of Metuchen diocese lamented the 

busyness that takes pastors away from prayer. He observed his regrets for many ceremonies that 

keep him from private prayers, and he wondered how pastors can lead persons to God if they 

(pastors) have not been with the Lord in prayer. The need for “prayer and preaching the Word 

of God” cannot be overemphasized in the formation of future pastors.   

 

(B). “Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the 

Holy Spirit and wisdom” (Acts 6:3). When persons in church-offices, meant to assist the 

Apostles (i.e. Bishops and pastors) are chosen without these consideration, then we may have a 
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Church replete with rancor, because it contradicts its foundation. When politicizing the offices 

replaces seeking the face of the Holy Spirit, then we may have problems that should not have 

been. The early Church waited in prayer before electing the representative; in some cases, 

today, that moment of waiting in prayer seem to be spent in campaigning for candidates. Many 

times, we discover that much enthusiasm is invested in this campaign, then when persons gather 

to vote, they have few minutes of pro-format prayers (again, I may sound arrogant but that is far 

from my heart. I write all my reflections kneeling while I type on the computer). My point is 

that it will be helpful if competent and prayerful persons are chosen, not based on social status 

or academic degrees……………………………………………………………………………. 

 

(C.)  Prayer is a powerful tool each of us can use in our communities to influence positions of 

authority. In 2013, before the conclave for the election of the Pope, a thought struck my heart 

from nowhere; that the enemy of Christ would want to infiltrate the conclave so that an anti-

pope who would be anti-God would be elected. More than a week before the conclave, we (a 

prayer-group) started an intense prayer to stop any infiltration as our Shepherds gathered in 

Rome. While we waited in prayer, a news (which did not make major headlines) came from the 

conclave - the busting of Ralph Napierski (a German self-declared bishop). May God be praised 

for hearing our prayers and the prayers of all Christians for that conclave. It could have been a 

near miss, “when God delivers His people from bondage, it seems like dreaming” (Ps.126:1). 

After that busting, all cardinals were asked to re-enter as to be re-certified for that conclave, and 

God gave us Pope Francis I………………………………………………………………… 

 

Dear Friend, only Esther helped to overturn the appointment of Haman who could have 

decimated Israel. In our various communities, families, prayer groups, etc., we can influence the 

outcome of every election through prayer, intense prayer like Esther did. May this inspire 

Christians all over the world to be active in prayer during election of offices, ecclesiastical or 

civil. My thoughts are not meant to be a creed; my intention is to open a dialogue. I know that I 

will learn from the dialogue as well. 

 

 

Fr. Ignatius Mary 
 

 

 

 

 


