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SPIRITUALITY OF THE WORLD CUP QUALIFICATION 

 
 October 12, 2017 

 

It has been a very exciting month as many nations celebrate their qualifications for FIFA 2018 

SOCCER WORLD CUP RUSSIA. 

Of particular interest is the determination of the captains of Brazil and Argentina.  Brazilian 

team has fought with all determination as to restore the soccer-pride of the nation following the 

2014 soccer world cup. Messi and the team fought tirelessly in Ecuador to save the great 

country, Argentina, the humiliation of not making it to the competition in Russia.  Nigerian 

goalkeeper ran haywire around the field with the holy Rosary as Nigeria picked a ticket to 

Russia 2018. (Aside:  (what a tribute to Fatima,  victory of the Immaculate Heart and 

consecration of Russia). May God bless the enthusiastic warriors  who have lifted the flag of 

their nations.  

 

My professor in Theology,  a very gifted lay man, inspired me beyond comparison as he taught 

us that the Church's mission on earth should be seen as a team work. Being in his class made me 

see how much I need to learn from others, I am still learning a lot. 

As we long and pray for renewed enthusiasm among all Christians, that is, the  "Christification" 

of the entire world to HIM Who was crucified for the world, we may have much to learn from 

the determination and enthusiasm of these captains of various nations.   

Many things indicate that  the pride and impact of the CHURCH is dimmed currently.  Mark 

Zuckerberg, Facebook Founder,  recently claimed that Facebook is taking the role the Church 

used to occupy in the world. In many countries,  CHURCH attendance is down by 70% (90% in 

Netherlands). In many parishes,  it's evident that high percentage of the  young ones, no longer 

come to CHURCH.  Attendance is also very low.  Majority of convents,  seminaries,  

monasteries,  etc., experience the same severe decline.  Many churches built by a world 

population of 6 billion are sold by a world population past 9 billion persons. More persons in 

the stadium for games on Sundays compared to CHURCH attendance. 

 

We have experienced declines in the history of the Church and many renewal. The flag of the 

CHURCH can be up again: however, it can only happen with the  consciousness on the need for 

renewal.  I believe that with parishioners praying for  their captains (pastors), and collectively, 

all of us seeing this need to rebuild the pride and prominence of the CHURCH, with graceful 

determination and enthusiasm,  the flag of the CHURCH will be lifted up over the face of the 

earth. We need each other to fill the empty pews in the Churches. Salvation is for all, and it 

does not seem right to neglect the reality. It does not seem right to be unconcerned about the 

selling of churches as these churches will not be enough if majority are "helped" to fall in love 

with God.  

 

  

Fr. Ignatius Mary 
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