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SEVERE MERCY 
 

March 23, 2018 

 

None of can be more merciful than God, and thus, should not exonerate a soul who is seeking 

the joy of his/her salvation. Few days ago, it was revealed in prayer that asking for Massive 

Mercy of God brings Massive Grace of 

God. Nevertheless, there is a spiritual “virus” going on in the world now, which will lead to a 

dangerously hardened generation if we do not address it. My encounter with this young man in 

a remedial center reveals a lot about what is going on in many persons’ hearts in our current 

world. Very soon, we will be ending the great Season of Grace, Lent, though every moment is 

opportune time for grace. Hopefully you have sought the Mercy of God and benefited. 

While taking a course in Organizational Leadership, I was assigned to read a book; in this book, 

an acclaimed scholar confessed what he felt was the greatest misdeed in his life. While taking a 

walk in a garden, he saw an insect being hatched from the egg; he wanted to quicken the 

process by helping the insect that was struggling to come out of the egg-shell, the tender insect 

died in his hand. He said that this guilt horrified him until he shared it more than anything in his 

life. (Aside: he learnt a lesson, that we should allow our children and employees to go through 

the normal process of training/upbringing; this helps them to be able to adapt to life and become 

successful. The struggle that the little insect/chick goes through while crouching out of the egg-

shell helps it to develop its muscles/capabilities as to adapt to the new natural habitat outside of 

the shell. Parents, priests, counselors, psychiatrists, leaders, and teachers can also derive many 

lessons from this incidence as many seem to spoil their pupils/children/patients/congregation. 

Sacred Scripture cautions prophets or shepherds who tell persons that all is well, when things 

are not well with God’s Word (Ez.13:10). Last year, I was in a place to help some persons 

seeking healing; a young man came to me and poured out his heart. Very courteous and good 

mannered young man. He started by explaining that something was bothering his mind. I made 

the atmosphere safe for him to speak. He looked into my eyes, and said “Father, tell me the 

truth about this: I am dealing with same-sex attraction and have had relations with many men. I 

feel in my heart always, that I am not doing God’s Will; I have asked many religious ministers 

who come to help here and they said it is okay. That God made me in this way. What do you 

say, Father?” As he spoke, I discerned a heart that was ready to be helped, a soul with a faith 

willing to be healed. I explained to him that God loves him, and loves him even more for 

seeking to do His Will. I made Him know that Sacred Scriptures and the Teachings of the 

Church are our authorities to know what is God’s Will. I made him know that Romans 1 and 

some other parts of Sacred Scriptures make us know that same-sex is against God’s Will and a 

sin. He was listening to me with “unusual” attention. After speaking, he thanked many so dearly 

for relieving him of the burden of his conscience. We prayed joyfully together. He pleaded with 

me to come visit him more often. I left filled with joy, as he left also, filled with joy. 
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Eventually, he was freed from that correction-area, and regained a peace that I could hardly give 

by myself. I am privileged to minister to many other persons seeking help. May God be praised 

forever! 

We may have a lot of persons who need help. Though few pastors brag as if they are “building 

bridges” or helping some persons more than others, but if they only know many persons who 

have been joyfully ministered to in their struggles, they will not misconstrue the sincere 

intention of other ministers who preach the revelation in the Sacred Scripture and Church 

Teachings. When we do not guide the penitent to the joy of God’s forgiveness, we could 

“sever” the Mercy of God by our attitude that portends to show severe mercy. There is certain 

peace and freedom that comes when we allow persons to freely pour out their hearts before a 

priest: Psalm 32 may move us beyond words. There is also, certain unrest we cause to souls 

when we keep them from seeking God’s Mercy in forgiveness: Psalm 36 may move us beyond 

words. 

 

Fr. Ignatius Mary 

 

 


