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PRECIOUS PEARL... HIDDEN 

                                               7-31-17 

These days of prosperity and strangely too, gloomy faces, many need comedians to 

get few minutes laughter. This is not only in the streets but inside the 

churches.  And we wonder how the spirit of joy has been chained. May the shackles 

be broken.  Jesus came to bring peace and joy to the world.  Oh that Christmas 

song! The followers of JESUS were called Christians because of the joy they 

exuded. For instance, St. Paul writes, “We want you to know, brothers, about the 

grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, 
2 
for in a 

severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have 

overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part” (2 Cor.8:1-2). Saints were 

overwhelmed with the joy of the LORD, available for all of us.  St. Joseph 

Cupertino was so filled with joy that only the mention of JESUS sent him afloat in 

the air, and he nearly lost himself in overdose of d joy for participating in the Holy 

Mass. What do I say of St. Philip Neri, whose heart grew larger than normal human 

heart, due to the joy of the LORD as he sang praises to GOD. 

Some Ukrainian pagan soldiers came into Istanbul to see the possibility of bringing 

Christianity into Ukraine, they ran into Christians celebrating the Mass, they were 

overwhelmed as they peeped all through the Mass from their hideout.  They left and 

reported to their king, "We did not know whether we were in heaven or earth. 

Never have we seen such beauty...we cannot describe it, but this much we can say: 

there God dwells among mankind" 

  

Dear friend, how is it that we no longer find fellowship with God as a precious 

pearl? How did we lose the savor in our hearts for the Holy Mass? For some only 

the thought of going to the Mass is a pain in the neck, and staying through a Mass, a 

boredom and torture. No joy in being in the Mass? Sad-faced entering the Church 

and sad-faced leaving the Holy Mass? No joy singing praises to GOD? 

  

JESUS CHRIST never tells lies.  The Kingdom of God, which He has established in 

the world is like a precious pearl.  Please take time again to rediscover the joy of 

being a Christian. No one is depressed in Heaven may it be so among persons in 
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attendance to the Wedding Feast of the Lamb, the Holy Mass. We need to put our 

hearts in the Mass and spend time reflecting and studying the Holy Mass more than 

we spend times studying the rules of the games we love most.  

  

OUTFITS for the LAMB'S WEDDING ... 

  

Why your dressing matters... Becoming a Christian entails selling all our in our 

baggage that contradict the new life in Christ. Many may not be overwhelmed by 

the joy in the Holy Mass because they come to the Wedding Feast of the Lamb 

indifferent, with no readiness. Some were thrown out of the banquet in the 

Bible  because they were  not in the proper outfits Mat.22:1-14.  I'll not probe 

anyone's private life, but I can only say few things on the external.  Muslims, fully 

dressed, enter the mosque, removing their shoes; Jews enter the synagogues with 

their forehead kissing the ground,  etc. Also I have watched USA  oval office and 

persons attend to their President's weekly address well dressed, I have been in 

wedding ceremonies and see guests come with the best of their dresses.   

Now,  what do I make of it to see persons coming to the Wedding Feast of the 

Lamb,  the Holy Mass, with short pants as if they're going to play golf? Some 

women coming with all skimpy dresses?  And their bodies bared as if a showroom? 

Some men have confessed that they come to the Church hoping to tame their 

wandering heart, not knowing that persons in the CHURCH will accelerate the 

orgies. 

  

Yes, we're in summer.  The climate change and heat seem to affect dressing mainly 

in attending the Wedding Feast of the Lamb. After the Mass, the heat disappears 

suddenly when we go back to our offices as doctors, nurses, policemen, banks 

staffs. 

But I'm sobered by the fact that many persons who do these have no bad intention, I 

mean they have good hearts, and need some awareness.  In this sense, may they not 

feel guilty about the past, however, from next Sunday, may the LORD rejoice to see 

the fruit of this reflection in our dressing for the Holy Mass, His Wedding Feast. 
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May the LORD Jesus Christ provide you all you need to come to His Feast in 

gallant outfits. May He clothe your inner heart with mercy as you enter His 

Presence. AMEN.  

 

Fr. Ignatius Mary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


