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Playful as a Dolphin…but You were Misunderstood 
 

 March 21, 2018 

 

Miss-under-standing, not intentional actions, could be the major factor in many grievances 

going on now in some families, Church, and nations. Misunderstanding, which could be 

described as “standing wrongly,” is serious because our lives stand on convictions of our minds; 

thus, we can stand right when our convictions are righted.  May God be praised for the graces 

that will be given through this funny and “thoughtful” reflection.  As I read the passage of 

Psalm 104:26, it uncovered a deep thought, “There is the sea, great and broad… There the ships 

ply their course and Leviathan (many translations use “dolphins” or sea-creatures) whom you 

formed to play with.” 

 

Growing up, there was an incident that brought great lamentation within my village. Many 

times, some young men who traveled to neighboring West African countries in search of a job 

or business got drowned in the sea. Local sailors believed that a whale or dolphin had upturned 

their wooden ships; thus, they improvised a remedy. This entailed attaching sharp blades under 

the ship, which would, literally, cut deep in the foreskin of these sea creatures; sometimes, some 

sailors reported spotting blood on water, and they rejoiced that the blade had cut the dolphin or 

whale. I do not blame the sailors for finding a way to ensure the safety of the persons in the 

ship; I think they did the right thing. However, I want to observe that this creature, could also be 

a dolphin, which was only out to play with the wooden ship. In that case, it is true that both the 

dolphin and the families of persons who got drowned have been wounded. And this has caused 

passionate misunderstanding, between the dolphins and families who lost their members. The 

outrage in my locality that time was that the dolphin or whale made the ship to subside so that it 

would eat the persons in the ship. They could be right; however, my point is the case of 

dolphins whose playing with the ship could have caused a harm.   

 

Please stay with me; I am going somewhere. 

I believe that relationships can be healed when “miss-under- standings” are revised. I am 

prompted to extend this paradox to my relationship with others. I appeal for a “cautionary 

interpretation and application” of this wisdom of a “playful dolphin leading to death.” I only 

want to open a dialogue in our hearts, so that we consider the possibility that persons who we 

begrudge could have only meant to play with us, not knowing that their comments could turn 

out to mean “hate” for our life, race, family, career, etc. I “sigh” within me, in sorrow, that the 

friendliness intentioned by the dolphins on West African sea sadly resulted to deaths. I “sigh” 

within me as I rethink the possibility that many persons could have only thought of playing with 

me, not knowing that their remarks or actions would produce sad effects. Additionally, there are 

some persons who have been wounded, while they were trying to help/play with somebody. 

This is the moment of healing. Once we understand that the sailors only acted that way in self-

defense, then the passionate fury against some persons can be abated. 
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