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Saint Antony receives his vocation 

 

When Antony was about eighteen or twenty years old, his parents died, leaving him with an 

only sister. He cared for her as she was very young, and also looked after their home. 

 

  Not six months after his parents’ death, as he was on his way to church for his usual visit, he 

began to think of how the apostles had left everything and followed the Savior, and also of 

those mentioned in the book of Acts who had sold their possessions and brought the apostles the 

money for distribution to the needy. He reflected too on the great hope stored up in heaven for 

such as these. This was all in his mind when, entering the church just as the Gospel was being 

read, he heard the Lord’s words to the rich man: If you want to be perfect, go and sell all you 

have and give the money to the poor – you will have riches in heaven. Then come and follow 

me. 

 

  It seemed to Antony that it was God who had brought the saints to his mind and that the words 

of the Gospel had been spoken directly to him. Immediately he left the church and gave away to 

the villagers all the property he had inherited, about 200 acres of very beautiful and fertile land, 

so that it would cause no distraction to his sister and himself. He sold all his other possessions 

as well, giving to the poor the considerable sum of money he collected. However, to care for his 

sister he retained a few things. 

 

  The next time he went to church he heard the Lord say in the Gospel: Do not be anxious about 

tomorrow. Without a moment’s hesitation he went out and gave the poor all that he had left. He 

placed his sister in the care of some well-known and trustworthy virgins and arranged for her to 

be brought up in the convent. Then he gave himself up to the ascetic life, not far from his own 

home. He kept a careful watch over himself and practiced great austerity. He did manual work 

because he had heard the words: If anyone will not work, do not let him eat. He spent some of 

his earnings on bread and the rest he gave to the poor. 

 

  Having learned that we should always be praying, even when we are by ourselves, he prayed 

without ceasing. Indeed, he was so attentive when Scripture was read that nothing escaped him 

and because he retained all he heard, his memory served him in place of books. 

 

  Seeing the kind of life he lived, the villagers and all the good men he knew called him the 

friend of God, and they loved him as both son and brother. 

 

Responsory 
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℟ . If you wish to be perfect, go and sell what you own and give the money to the poor, and you 

will have treasure in heaven;* then come, follow me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


