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Emmanuel: I am with You… even in current Tempest 
 

April 9, 2018 

 

The Solemnity of Annunciation (Lk.1:28), the beginning of the pregnancy of Mary, is pregnant 

with much meanings. Yearly, it is celebrated on March 25 (from March 25 – December 25 is 9 

months). Because of the Holy Week March 25 2018, and Octave of Easter, this solemnity is 

moved to this day. Annunciation of the Lord marks the dawn of our salvation l. Light broke 

forth through the sky as Archangel Gabriel came to Mary, akin to the First Day of Creation 

when God says, “Let there be light.” May light break forth upon our hearts. 

The part of this solemnity that the Spirit inspires me to comment on is the prophecy in today’s 

readings, “He shall be called Emmanuel, God with us.” When one meditates on the word, 

“Emmanuel,” it produces an irresistible confidence, which leads to interior peace. “God is with 

me always.” Pondering on this makes us to be constantly confident wherever we are. It removes 

the fear of flying or going by the sea, etc. If God is with us always, He is there when the 

airplane is turbulent, just as He was there when the boat of His disciples experienced a ship-

wreck. They called on Him, and He calmed the storm. May He calm every storm around us, 

now and in the future. In His Presence, “Call upon Emmanuel.” 

 

Nevertheless, while we tap into the blessings of His Presence, God makes one request from us, 

“Be holy for I am holy.” Awareness of God’s Presence is the shortest route to holiness. When 

we are aware of God’s Presence, we will be the same person in the church, the same person in 

the beach, the same person in private room before a computer, etc. This is true conversion in the 

sense that what one cannot do inside the Church because he/she is aware that God is inside the 

Church, he/she will not do the same when he/she is in a locked place because one is aware that 

Emmanuel, is with oneself always. Many of us can hardly do offensive things while our earthly 

father watches over us. It is true that God does not spy upon us like policemen, rather, He 

watches over us with the banner of His Love; however, God says, “A son honors his father… If 

I am a Father, where is the honor due Me?” 

Malachi 1:6. He is Omnipotent, Omnipresence, and Omniscient. Sacred Scriptures say, “Where 

can I flee from Your presence? … If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me and the light 

become night around me,” even the darkness will not be dark to You; the night will shine like 

the day, for darkness is as light to You” (Ps.139). 

 

Above all, dear friend, we understand that God does not spy on us, just to keep track of 

wrongdoings. He loves us; He wants to commune with us. He keeps watch over us and  protects 

us from our spiritual and material adversaries. If God opens our eyes to what is going on around 

us or in the places where we work, we will be eternally thankful to EMMANUEL, for His 

watchful Presence around us. And this is why holiness is important, honoring God in our deeds, 

as we refrain from things that offend His eyes. 
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