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BAD PRAYER... 
 

February 22, 2018 

 

One presumption is to believe that we know everything and need not be taught in spiritual life. 

Hopefully no one is acting on such presumption, because downfall is around the corner. Many 

have tarried long in prayer, expecting something from God. What a blessing to all who would 

allow their hearts to be illumined by this reflection, and thus, execute what the Lord has been 

waiting for as to grant them what they have been longing for. 

 

Many good persons say bad prayers. I have the courage to share this divine illumination based 

on the words, “What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in your ear, 

proclaim from the roofs” Mat.10:27. Not quite a long time ago, it was revealed with emphasis, 

“I do not want persons to pray to Me to kill or make their enemies sick. They are also My 

children and need help to get to the purpose of My Will for their lives.” It is true that some 

persons who have made us go through difficult times. Before God and humans, such action 

against us is unfair. How should we order our prayer in this case? We are required to pray for 

our enemies and persons who persecute us Mat.5:44. When we pray for their conversion, God 

would grant us what they have taken from us and this prayer will benefit their souls as well, 

because they too belong to God. We can pray that God paralyzes the evil misleading any one, 

and not asking God to paralyze the person as to show His power. Our words can be very 

powerful; we can make manifest God’s power through prayer, but that does not mean that God 

is pleased with that way of invoking His power. Recall that God gave the Israelites manna and 

quail in the desert when they queried whether God has the power to provide them food; while 

the food was still in their mouths, God’s vented His anger against them (Num.11:33, Ps.78:30). 

We can pray that God destroys the evil forces at work in any person who make us suffer, but we 

cannot ask God to destroy the person. No saint has prayed in that way. Jesus rebuked James and 

John for asking fire to consume the people of Samaria who would not allow Jesus pass through 

their city (Lk.9:54). 

 

One can say, “Fr. Ignatius! Elisha called down fire on his enemies.” Mostly, this question come 

from persons who claim that we are in the era of Grace. Jesus has perfected the Scriptures and 

has shown us the way,“But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you” 

Mat.5:44. He rebuked His Apostle for striking off the servant’s ear. When He was struck on the 

ear, He did not strike back, thus, He fulfilled His teaching that we should turn the other cheek. 

Dear friend, praying for the death of a person or desiring evil to come upon another person is 

one bad prayer of a Christian, and fist-fighting is one bad action of a Christian. May God be 

pleased to grant us what we have been longing for as we reorder our prayers in the way He has 

been waiting for. Amen. 

 

 

Fr. Ignatius Mary 


