
CRY OUT FOR JOY II 
(Syncretism in Christmas) 
 
In that homily I referred to, Dear Friend, in my previous message, the priest also explained the 
difference between pleasure and joy.  I understand that many persons in the world now want some 
form of entertainment and also pleasure, however, this can lead to fun-seeking carnivals that defile 
the sacredness of God and organic unity of Christian beliefs and Truth. This is not being too pious, 
nor should it be mocked as “born-again” syndrome. Yesterday I watched in a major international 
Newsline, a large group of men and women, dressed only in Santa Christmas under-wears, with 90% 
complete nudeness. They ran through the streets of that country with great cheers. And this is 
Christmas celebration and fun, a culture developing fast in that country. Thus, I want to say 
something more about the difference between joy and pleasure, Christmas light and Halloween light 
decorations. 
 
Many seek pleasure and look only for fun. Yes, joy can be experienced in Advent. When you seek 
the joy that comes from the Lord in Advent; you will also enjoy the abundant joy He gives at 
Christmas Pleasure comes by what you have or can buy, or an entertainment provided. This do not 
last. When the entertainment is over, when the money is over, the pleasure is over. But joy comes 
from what you know and believe. I know that God has forgiven my sins through Jesus Christ; I 
know that I am loved by God and a child of love. I know that life continues more gloriously after 
earthly trials. Joy can be experienced in all situations and does not cease. This is why oftentimes 
when you visit a person who is sick in the hospital or bereave, they welcome you with a smile in 
their face even though they are going through pain. Contrarily, one does express pleasure when one 
is under pain; pursuit of pleasure through seeking illegitimate fun has increased in the world today as 
many seems so stressed out, not knowing, or turning unto the dark pre-Christian entertaining funs 
to pleasure themselves. There are legitimate and many other good sources of pleasures as well, but 
we must discern. 
 
If you are alive in the Holy Spirit, you will hear when the He speaks in your heart and know when 
He’s grieved. It may not only be those persons I saw in the news who have not approached the 
celebration of Christmas in the right attitude. Idolatry has increased in the world now more than the 
pre-missionary times. Many persons of the world today are serving two gods and unfortunately 
many Christians have joined them “since they could not beat them.” I have been driving through 
some roads since the tenth month of this year, and it was around the time majority of the persons 
celebrated Halloween. I saw lights on houses just as persons have put lights on their houses now, 
waiting for the coming of the Lord. I saw human bones and skulls, ghosts, persons dressed in horns, 
and in one of the elementary/primary schools I saw kids dressed in costumes of horns and tails 
replica of satan, and one will ask the purpose of all these “who knows what costumes.” Christ is 
attracted to homes that display the Crucifix, Bible, etc.; I wonder why persons do not seek what they 
are inviting in their homes by displaying satanic images that are evident (be aware that there are 
spirits of death, forces that can induce some cases of suicide (not all cases of suicides are in this 
category), atheism, sexual perversion, etc.) Let me just focus on the light’s decorations on houses 
during Halloween.  As I am driving through some of the same roads now preparing for Christmas, I 
see lights again come on the same houses, and in fact, in some of the homes the skulls and bones 
and Halloween costumes are sitting side by side with Christmas decorations. And what could be 
heard within is “give to satan what belongs to him and to Jesus Christmas what belongs to Him.” 
 



Many missionaries helped us to get rid of what truly cannot be combined with Christianity; and what 
they did was right as you cannot serve both God and mammon (2 Kgs. 18; Mat.6). As I travel in the 
countries of most of the previous missionaries, I discover there are things they did not address in 
their own countries or may be persons have returned to what they had helped us get rid of with the 
decline of Christianity in those areas. Respectfully, I encourage persons who misapply the concept of 
Halloween costumes or skull and bones in the Christianity not to ignore the reality of the satanic 
sects that adore and display skull and bones and the vampires; top members of the sects have 
infiltrated politics and education and some are owners of major businesses in the world. Either Jesus 
Christ or nothing. He does not share His glory with any other god. There is nothing that kills 
religion than syncretism (mixture, apostasy) and that is why the Holy Spirit has written, “Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” (Rom.12:2). Make sure 
what you think is right or fun is not darkness (Mt.6:24)  
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