
 
NEWSLETTER JANUARY 2021 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God, through him all things were made and redeemed. Amen 
 

The word was made flesh and dwelt among us. 
 

Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ! We hope all is well as we 

enter the month of January. 
 
The month of January is dedicated to the Holy Name of Jesus, which is celebrated on January 3. 
The first ten days of January fall during the liturgical season known as Christmas which is 
represented by the liturgical color white — the color of light, a symbol of joy, purity and 
innocence (absolute or restored). The remaining days of January are the beginning of Ordinary 
Time, which is represented by the liturgical color green. This symbol of hope is the color of the 
sprouting seed and arouses in the faithful the hope of reaping the eternal harvest of heaven, 
especially the hope of a glorious resurrection. It is used in the offices and Masses of Ordinary 
Time. 
 
The Holy Father's Intentions for the Month of January 2021 
Intention for evangelization - Human fraternity: May the Lord give us the grace to live in full 
fellowship with our brothers and sisters of other religions, praying for one another, open to all. 
(See also Apostleship of Prayer) 
 
Feasts for January 
The feasts on the General Roman Calendar celebrated during the month of January are: 
 
1. Mary, Mother of God,Solemnity 
2. Basil the Great; Gregory Nazianzen,Memorial 
3. Epiphany of the Lord,Solemnity 
4. Elizabeth Ann Seton (USA and CAN), Memorial 
5. John Neumann, Memorial 
6. Andre Bessette,Opt. Mem. 
7. Raymond of Penafort,Opt. Mem. 
10. Baptism of the Lord,Feast 
13. Hilary; Kentigern (Scotland),Opt. Mem. 
17. Second Sunday in Ordinary Time,Sunday 
20. Fabian; Sebastian,Opt. Mem. 
21. Agnes,Memorial 
22. Day of Prayer for Unborn,Opt. Mem. 



23. Vincent of Saragossa,Opt. Mem. 
24. Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Sunday of the Word of God,Sunday 
25. Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle,Feast 
26. Timothy and Titus,Memorial 
27. Angela Merici,Opt. Mem. 
28. Thomas Aquinas,Memorial 
31. Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time,Sunday 
Focus of the Liturgy 
The Gospels for the Sundays in January are taken from St. Matthew, St. Mark and St. John are 
from Year B, Cycle 1 of the readings. 
 
January 3rd - Epiphany of the Lord 
 
This Gospel is about the Wise Kings visit to the Christ Child. 
January 10th - Baptism of the Lord 
 
This Gospel is about Jesus' baptism by John in the Jordan. 
January 17th - 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
In this Gospel, Jesus says to Peter, "You are Simon the son of John; you will be called Cephas" 
January 24th - 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
In this Gospel, Jesus calls Peter and Andrew to be fishers of men. 
January 31st - 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Jesus frees the man with the unclean spirit. 
Highlights of the Month 
In the first part of January we continue to rejoice and celebrate Christ's coming at Bethlehem and 
in our hearts. We have the wonderful feasts of Mary, Mother of God, where we honor Mary's 
highest title, and then we follow the Magi to the crib as they bring their gifts of gold, frankincense 
and myrrh on Epiphany. Finally, we reach the culmination of this season with the Baptism of Our 
Lord by St. John the Baptist. With a touch of sadness, we take down our decorations and enter in 
the liturgical period known as Ordinary Time where we will devote ourselves to the mystery of 
Christ in its entirety. 
 
This is a time of growth and an opportunity to allow the dignity of Sunday to shine forth 
prolonging the joy of Easter and Pentecost. Besides those previously mentioned the month's major 
feasts include: Mary Mother of God (January 1), St. Basil the Great and St. Gregory Nazianzen 
(January 2), St. Elizabeth Ann Seton (January 4), St. John Neumann (January 5), St. Andre 
Bessette (January 6), St. Raymond of Penafort (January 7), Sts. Fabian and Sebastian (January 20), 
St. Agnes (January 21), St. Vincent of Saragossa (January 23), the Conversion of St. Paul (January 
25), Sts. Timothy and Titus (January 26), St. Angela Merici (January 27), and St. Thomas Aquinas 
(January 28). 
 
The feasts of Holy Name of Jesus (January 3), St. Anthony, abbot (January 17), St. Francis de 
Sales (January 24). (Cf. www.catholicculture.org) 
 
 
 



CMD'S MODE OF PRAYER FOR CONTINENTS AND STEWADSHIP 
 
Communitas Mater Domini in her journey of living the mysteries of Christ everyday which on the 
other hand is called Jesus' week cycle, also prays for the whole continent and the conglomeration 
of their inhabitants. This missionary intentional prayer is designated to each country on a 
particular day of the week. The reason behind this ritual is to re-enkindle the light of Christ who is 
light, life and the way and at the same time to dispel the darkness of the evil ones. This mode of 
prayer goes thus:  
 
On Mondays, CMD prays for the continent of Africa and the Laity. On Tuesdays, CMD prays for 
the continent of North America, Religious and consecrated ones. On Wednesdays, CMD prays for 
the continent of South America and the Deacons. On Thursdays, CMD prays for the Continent of 
Antatica and the Priests. On Fridays, CMD prays for the college of the Bishops. On Saturday, 
CMD prays for the continent of Asia and the college of the college of the Cardinals and on 
Sundays, CMD prays for the Continent of Europe and the Pope. 
 
CMD NEWS FROM VARIOUS COMMUNITIES  
CMD a community of mother of the Lord celebrated this solemnity of the mother of God on this 
day first of January 2021 with a glamorous consecration of 12 brother which ushered them into 
postulancy after some months of their aspirancy. The great feast began with holy mass officiated 
by Rev. Fr. Jude Ewurum (MSM) with the general Superior Rev. Joseph Udegbe. During the mass, 
there was blessing of the habit of the brothers to be consecrated, thanksgiving by the parents who 
came, brief explanation of the mission and apostolate of CMD by the general Superior Rev Joseph 
Udegbe, offering flower gift to our blessed virgin Mary. After the mass, entertainment began with 
the cutting of cake, drama presentation by the newly consecrated brothers, dance, refreshments, 
vote of thanks by the general Superior and then closing prayer. It was a successful celebration and 
consecration.  
 
A flashback on the fruit of November novena to the Christ the King. The celebration of the Christ 
the King in St. Joseph postulate community Attakwu Enugu State ushered in the inauguration of 
seven aspirants on the Christ the King celebration and another inauguration of five aspirants five 
days post Christ the King making them 12 aspirants was a remarkable and unique number indeed. 
It is not by chance that the celebration took place on the 22nd of November and at the same time 
having 22 consecrated brothers on board rather it is by divine providence. 
It was a glamorous testimony that after the Novena to the Christ the King, the Bishop of Awgu 
Diocese His Lordship John Ifeanyichukwu Okoye invited CMD in response to the letter written to 
him in order to see him. Thank you "Mater Domini" that when the bishop heard the mission, 
apostulate and the spirituality of CMD, he marveled and was moved to removing his face mask in 
a joyous and jubilative manner. 
 
SAINT JOSEPH POSTULANT COMMUNITY ATTAKWU ENUGU STATE: 
THE EVENTS OF 2020 CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION.  
 
The events of this great solemnity started at about 6:00pm with evening prayer 1 of Christmas 
with the Postulants and formators in attendance and active participation, with the vespers ended at 
about 7:00pm, there was one-way directional movement to the refectory for super. At about 
7:30pm the formators and the postulants swiftly made their way to Saint John's parish Attakwu for 
mass. The mass started at about 8:50pm through 12:00 midnight. After which we all 
conglomerates in our community Chapel for an hour praises to CHRIST THE UNIVERSAL 



KING which spanned through 1:30pm.  
On the 25th of December, everyone was dressed in Christmas regalia, at 9:00am, we had mass in 
the community chapel which was celebrate Rev. Fr. Augustine Ifeanyi Ewulu (M. S. M), with the 
formators, Postulants and few friends in attendance. The mass ended at about 11:30pm and it was 
proceeded by group photograph with the chief celebrant, formators, postulants and friends.  
 
In a panorama of joy, at 1:00pm, there was merriment in the refectory for lunch.  
    
Still in the euphoria of the celebration, we prayed the chaplet of CHRIST THE KING, followed by 
vespers. At about 8:30pm we all converged in the refectory for super, where we prayed the grace 
before meal, which was immediately accompanied by a brief speech,  on the importance and 
significance of CHRISTMAS AND ITS RELATEDNESS TO MATER DOMINI COMMUNITY 
as delivered by Bro. INNOCENT, the assistant community Superior.  
This was preceded by brief dancing gallour, eating, cutting of cake and final benediction. After 
which the Postulants reconvene in the Chapel for the continuation of their 33 days Novena for the 
consecration to the Immaculate heart of Mary.  
 

Immaculate Conception Novitiate Community, Cameroon.  
THE EVENTS OF 2020 CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION.  
 
May the name of the Lord be praised both now and forever, Amen. With 
Joy the community welcomes yet another advent season, the year of St. 
Joseph, the community feast and Christmas. 
The advent period being a period of 4 Sundays and preparation for the 
coming of the saviour of the world and King of kings was wonderfully 
and judiciously utilized by the community. Although, there wasn’t any 
community mass during this period but life within this period was 
solemn and meditative. And we attended mass within the neighboring 
parish. 
Then the year of St. Joseph running from 8/12/2020 to 8/12/2021 was 
a wonderful and welcome development not only to the general CMD 
community but also to our community in the sense that the year was 
declared on a day the community celebrated her feast day which is the 
feast of Immaculate Conception and again on a day the community 
normally say her prayer to St. Joseph that is on a Tuesday. Thereby, 
leaving us with some implications, which will or may be explained some 
other time; since nothing in CMD happens per chance. 
On the community feast that was celebrated on the 8th of December, 
2020. It was a solemn celebration and nothing much was done within 
the community. Since the entire community is already in shape and in 
preparations for the celebration of the birth of the King of kings. In fact, 
the celebration was anyway superb despite its solemnness. 
The solemnity of the birth of Christ the King was an amazing, great and 
fantastic celebration. The whole atmosphere was filled with joy and 
echoes of gladness and that even the vegetation within the community 
and around was a living testimony to this lovely celebration that is still 
on, through the way they dance around. Indeed, the celebration which is 
still ongoing is a great one.  



 
 
SAINT MAXIMILIAN KOLBE PHILOSOPHATE COMMUNITY NEKEDE, IMO STATE. 
THE EVENTS OF 2020 CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION.  
 
As it is Catholical and canonical known that the churches solemnity begins an evening 
penultimate to the day of celebration, our Christmas began with Christmas carol on the night of 
24th which was spearheaded by the local superior of which the general superior in the person of 
Rev. Joseph Mary Udegbe was present to grace this superficial and awesome celebration. The 
brothers sang some Christmas songs and hymns in pragmatic displaying of the joy that the 
newborn baby Jesus who is to salvage the world is therein in our midst. After that, the general 
superior gave a warm-hearted and elaborate reflection on Christ nativity and its essentiality in our 
spirituality and mission. After that, there were individual presentations and we ate, drank, and 
danced to the newborn Jesus. We also had 1hr praises in thanksgiving to God for the new prayer 
book. 
Progressively, on the 25th morning, we attended masses in our Parish, came back, sang songs and 
enjoyed the refreshments of the day. 
 
SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSIS COMMUNITY, KAGOMA KADUNA STATE 
THE EVENTS OF 2020 CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION.  
 
This great feast began with 24th December Vigil mass in the parish followed by the one-hour 
praises. On 25th December 2020, there was 10am mass in the parish 
After the Holy Mass, there was Christmas refreshment where few of the Kagoma people who 
visited the community were entertained. 
In the aura of this celebration, a Deacon friend in the person of Rev. Nathaniel serving in St. Paul 
Catholic Church, Kagoma visited the community. 
 
CHRIST THE KING PHILOSOPHATE COMMUNITY ISIENU ENUGU STATE 
THE EVENTS OF 2020 CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION.  
 
It all started with a magnifying and intensified praises which took place on 24th December night 
from 11pm to 12: am. These praises were orchestrated by the flows of joy and happiness that 
erupted at the emergence of a new prayer book for CMD communities. The praises were awesome 
and indeed a unique one. Each of us could sense the presence of the divine as the praises was 
going on. On 25th December after mass we had a solemn vesper, where we prayed for CMD in a 
special way. Asking the newborn king to help our administrators in a special way for a 
breakthrough and open doors for CMD. Especially in this moment of trials. After the prayers, we 
had the reception of the newborn king in our refectory. The reception was fantastic, in fact it was a 
galore. There were enough to eat and enough to drink. The landlord and his family that came back 
for Christmas, gifted us with two big food flasks which we added to what we had already prepared. 
Making the reception a grand one. Toward afternoon and evening period children from our 
neighborhoods were visiting our community expecting some Christmas gifts. Which we did in our 
own capacity. 
Conclusively, we had an exciting and marvelous Christmas experience. We equally wish to thank 
the national coordinator and our spiritual Daddy cum founder for making it a successful 
celebration for us all. 
The word was made flesh and dwelt among us. 


