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And when it pleases the Lord to allow temptation on your path, Dear Friend and Fellow Pilgrim, do not be 
discouraged. Even if you have fallen into sins and sins, over and over, do not be discouraged. Wherever you 
are tempted is also your strength. And wherever you have failed the Lord is also in the areas where you are 
gifted to please the Lord. There is a very thin layer separating love and hate, holiness and sinfulness, 
godliness and ungodliness. One can crossover the layer with all intensity when God bestows His graces. It 
has been the case that many of us initially wander away from the Lord and later, we find and rediscover the 
Lord whom we have sought in every other thing. Temptation is like wind that shakes off what is unworthy 
of us and strengthens what should be in us. It is like a fire that strengthens and purifies our saintly gifts, 
“For gold is tried in the fire, and acceptable men in the furnace of adversity” (Sir.2:5). God brings the best 
out of our worst cases.  
 
Many great saints were once great sinners. Maybe you never saw it this way, but it is true; sometimes God 
permits persons to wallow in weaknesses, even sins until they reach satiety-level, that point where sin would 
seem to have become like the manna running out of the mouths and nostrils of the Israelites, that they got 
disgusted with the food they had craved-for (Num.11:20). God’s way is inscrutable, and His wisdom is 
insurmountable, though we may never understand. We come out of our sins stronger, and more zealous for 
God, the Love of our hearts. 
 
Ask Moses and he will tell you. His unchecked passion made him kill an Egyptian when it was not yet time 
for him to deliver Israel; and he was forced into exile and slavishness to Laban, his father in law. When it 
was time for him to return and go to Pharaoh for the Israelites, the purpose for which God created him, he 
trembled. Through his exile and slavishness, Moses learned humility and was accredited the humblest on the 
surface of the earth (Num.12:3). He also learned how to wait on the Lord even unto forty days on the 
mountain, before he could leave. When God permits temptation, it is for the purpose of strengthening us.  
 
Ask St Peter and he will tell you. Jesus saw in him a shakable instrument of His Kingdom, even though He 
had declared Him Cephas. Until the last moment of His ministry, Jesus found him still skeptical and thus, 
He prophesied unto Peter a shaking that helped to strengthen him (Mt.26:34). Peter was shaken and fled 
from the Lord; the Lord understands. Later, Peter surrendered himself to be crucified head-down for the 
Lord and for His Church. Ask St Paul, he will tell you. He had persecuted the church terribly; eventually he 
turned unto Christ entirely and became a scourge unto all the enemies and principalities that oppose the 
Kingdome of Christ (Eph.6:12).  
 
Ask Mary Magdalene and she will tell you. She had offered her body in love to seven spirits (Lk.8:12). When 
she turned unto the Lord, she became a heart filled with love and stayed awake for the Lord like the seven 
wise virgins until the early hours of the seventh day of God, at His resurrection. Ask Bartolo Longo, he will 
tell you. He was a grave cult-member who blasphemed and hindered reverence to the Lord. When it was 
time for his return, he received graces from the Most High God, and he set up strong edifices and  
institutions for the Lord and His Church. 
 
Ask for graces, dear Friend and Fellow Pilgrim, reroute, and turn unto the Lord. He will enable you to serve 
Him in the same areas where you have failed. I do not know where you find yourself right now, in a forlorn 
land of weakness and exile from God; however, I know from my own case, and other persons who were not 
good before they came to the Lord, that the areas where we fall turn out as areas of strength. The areas in 
which we wander away from the Lord become the areas we propagate the Lord sevenfold. If He has helped 
you to recover from addiction, can you share your testimony on how they Lord delivered you? It will help 
others recover. If He has helped you recover from immoral lifestyle, kindly offer your whole body in purity 
for the Lord. May we no longer weep for the sin of the past; rather, God wants us to turn it into a ministry 
of testimony of His goodness. 
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