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Before each person comes to be on this side of eternity, God has a plan of happiness 
and fulfillment for each of us. Many do not realize the plan for their lives even as they 
are close to the other world. I may not be able to articulate all the reasons why such 
happens; however, the one reason that has been placed within my heart is that many 
persons are the cause of their own anguish. As such, it is very easy to unplug the cable 
of self-distress, at least for the remaining part of their lives, if they would heed the 
Lord’s instruction. As I watched an old man die in anguish and his children did not 
care to come down to see him, I decided that sharing this reflection will help many of 
us who would one day grow old, to avoid a sad end (for parents who throw God out 
of their families). These two excerpts are from the readings of today, March 22, 2019 
(Gen 37:3-28 and Mt 21:33-46). 

“So when Joseph came up to them, they stripped him of the long tunic he had on; 
then they took him and threw him into the cistern, which was empty and dry.” (Gen. 
37) 

“This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and acquire his inheritance. They seized him, 
threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. What will the owner of the vineyard do 
to those tenants when he comes?" (Mt.21) 
 

First lesson 

The brothers of Joseph threw him in a dry well because they despised the blessings 
that the Lord God Almighty had vested upon him. They sent Joseph into exile and 
Joseph was elevated to a high position. Eventually, all of his brothers ended up in 
exile in Egypt where they and their descendants were reduced to servitude until the 
justice of God was satisfied. Please may we not take these words of the Royal Prophet 
for granted, “The nations have fallen into the pit they have dug; their feet are caught 
in the net they have hidden. The LORD is known by his acts of justice” (Ps.9:15-16). 
I have learned from the wealth of knowledge of our predecessors and I can make bold 
statements from my life history that persons who despise the blessings of their 
siblings, neighbors, friends, etc., stifle/block their own blessings. In the spiritual law 
of progress, the blessing upon others that we resent will hardly manifest in us (until 
we repent of it and begin to celebrate the blessing). Whatever good we celebrate in 
others comes to us. 

Second Lesson 

And they said, “This is the heir” and they threw him out of his inheritance and killed 
him. The case I want to share now may not apply to everyone or to every desolation 
by family members; however, paying attention to it may guarantee us the love and 
affection we need in our old age. Every family on earth originates from God 
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(Gen.1:26-28); and each family is a domestic church, as we know. The faith and 
upbringing children receive from their families cannot be substituted by any other 
institution. The first duty of parents in the declaration of God is for all parents to 
teach their children about God, “You shall teach them diligently to your children, and 
shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and 
when you lie down, and when you rise” (Dt. 6:7). Satan does not want God in our 
families and he has attacked humanity with greed and materialism. Many parents 
would want the best education (best schools) and career (sports) for their children, 
forgetting that getting them into Heaven is the priority. If the same ambition shown 
by some parents in getting their children into the best school is also shown in getting  
them into Heaven, our children will not miss Heaven. 
 
When I was working as the hospital chaplain, I encountered a dying old man; his 
situation broke my heart. The nurses tried to no avail to get two of his children come 
down to the hospital to see their dying father. I had to speak with one of his sons, and 
he said, “The hospital can make any decision; I am not coming down. The funeral 
home can handle his body and the funeral, I can’t be there either.” None of his two 
children came and the father died without any family member around. The case was 
not that they could not come because of money or whatever; they are well-to-do, but 
they do not think it was necessary to visit the old dying father, and what need do you 
have for religious rites over a cadaver, I imagined. I and the hospital staff were very 
upset. This kind of case makes me suffer so much because it stirs up the memory of 
the strenuous sickness of my mother before she passed. As I was grieving over the 
case, a voice resounded in my heart, “Pray for the man and do not worry about that. 
There is always a consequence when persons throw Me out of their home and in the 
life of their children. Have I not said that I honor those who honor Me?” Eventually, 
it was revealed in the dying old man, the same group of persons who championed the 
“remove-God-out-of-the-school” movement, and some other parents who did not 
want the illusion of religion in their families. Whatever may be the case of the old 
man, I am still saddened by the conduct of his children. 
 
Dear Friends, I understand that many parents who are currently abandoned by their 
children made every effort to fulfill the supreme justice inculcating faith to their 
children; bringing them up in the love and fear of God; in this case, I pray that God 
grants them persons who come to console them and may God bless them for 
fulfilling their responsibilities. However, for some other persons who have thrown 
God out of their families, schools, etc., I pray they repent of this and ask God for  
forgiveness. 
 
Fr. Ignatius Mary 


