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My prayer is that these words here, anchored on the Word of God, the Fire of Love and Peace, like a 
sharp-edged sword, will root out all strongholds in our lives. 
 
Ideas rule the world. Every current technological invention came as an idea, ab initio (first and 
foremost). All the warfare and fallenness take place in our minds! Whatever we set our minds to do, 
that we do. What we believe plays an overriding role in who we are. And what we believe is also 
conditioned by the persons or TV channels that we listen to more often; these shape our world and 
have influence over who we are. When we listen wrongly, then, we will believe and act wrongly. Many 
young ones are hooked to modern celebrities through earpads more than sound teaching; you will be 
amazed to know the extent the fallen creature has programmed some new ways of thinking and 
perception. Sacred Scripture teaches that as a man thinks so he lives (Prov.23:7); thus, we are enjoined 
to renew our minds constantly (Rom.12:2). Wrong ideas are dangerous (and we have many of them 
in circulation right now). Therefore, it is not a waste that the Church spends hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in convening Bishops and experts all over the world as to discuss confusing ideas. One error 
in thought can impact humanity adversely. My focus here, nevertheless, comes down to the person 
who is reading this reflection; there is need is to reexamine what we currently believe in our minds. 
 
One dominating error propagandized in some Talk Shows, Psychotherapy, even among religious 
circles is that we are weak creatures and thus should not bother ourselves with attaining sanctity. I 
hear this often, “Be who you are and do not try to become who you are not.”  Hopefully many do not 
misunderstand self-assertion to mean immunity to self-transformation. It is true that the Scripture 
says, that we all have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory; nevertheless, the same Book of the 
Scripture says, “Shall we therefore continue in sin?” (Rom.6:1). It’s erroneous to condone sin on the 
assumption that we are “fallen” creatures. Even though humanity had fallen; however, we are no 
longer defined as fallen creatures after Redemption through Jesus Christ in His Passion, Death, and 
Resurrection. Jesus has conquered the power of sin and death; and has given us the same power 
through the grace of baptism. We are not slavish to the power of sin, but elevated and sanctified 
creatures reborn through the waters of Baptism. We are more than conquerors. Only satan and his 
minions are fallen creatures and that defines their identity forever. They have neither grace nor power 
to repent and avoid disobedience. When anyone believes that he/she will continue in sin (like lying, 
stealing, blackmailing, and prevalent sexual sins of our times - adultery, fornication, masturbation, 
homosexuality, etc.), there is a danger that the person is identifying with the powerless fallen one, even 
though he/she professes Christ. 
 
Dear Friends, we understand that the love and mercies of God surpasses our sins; however, 
henceforth, we need to choose between remaining in fallenness and pursuit of sanctity. It is wrong 
that we have many who believe in Jesus but live contrary to the changeless teachings of God in the 
Holy Bible. This mixture of darkness (sin) and light (holiness) is weakening the Body of Christ.  St. 
Paul, the Apostle of Grace, cautions all who propagate the erroneous concept of the Gospel of Grace 
in these words, “Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership can righteousness 
have with wickedness? Or what fellowship does light have with darkness? What harmony is there 
between Christ and Belial? Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? What 
agreement can exist between the temple of God and idols? (2 Cor.6:15). Similarly, St. Augustine, the 
Doctor of Grace, explains that God who created (and redeemed) us without our cooperation will not 
save us without our cooperation. 
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