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God has made us in His image and likeness (Gen.1:26-27), and He would want us to 
resemble Him. As we read the Gospel tomorrow, we see a quality of God that He 
would want us to imitate, “Sir,” the man replied, “leave it alone for one more year, 
and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it” (Lk.13:8). God is the Owner of this vineyard 
Who has asked the gardeners in His vineyard to give the tree one more year, and not 
to be in haste to cut it down. God has revealed Himself in Jesus Christ. At the end of 
His life, even at the lowest point of His strength on the Cross, Jesus left an undying 
image of Himself as one who makes excuses for persons who trespass upon Him, 
"Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing” (Lk.23:24). I would 
like to be like Jesus. 

Dear friends, the gift of understanding is necessary, and many tensions in 
relationships come because of lack of this gift. God is full of understanding; 
understanding goes along with patience, mercy, and compassion. Persons with 
understanding are not easily driven to anger and like Jesus, they do not let trespasses 
pierce their hearts easily. They do not hold grudges because understanding helps to 
extinguish the fury already impressed upon their heart. One may not have all the 
graces of understanding of Jesus in letting go higher offenses; however, one can start 
with the little offenses that come on one’s way regularly. Driving is one of the cases 
that I was thinking about as I meditated on why Jesus makes excuses for persons who 
seem to trespass against Him. Many of us drive and many always confess cursing out 
at others for swerving from their lanes and cutting into their own lane abruptly.  
Oftentimes, persons also zoom into a parking spot in front of us as we prepare to pull 
into the spot. I know these acts are wrong. We may not stop them from repeating; 
however, they can become an opportunity to practice the virtue of forgiveness. One 
can easily let go of these trespasses by imagining a time when he or she had been 
behind time and was in a rush or think of other inabilities the trespasser may be going 
through. Again, the person who drives this way is wrong and should repent of it; 
nevertheless, we can easily forgive by making an excuse in our heart for the person. 
We can extend this act of understanding to other cases that trespasses our way, and 
thus practice more forgiveness like Jesus. 
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