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How does a local church or religious order decline? By the decline of their worship? How 
does the worship decline? It starts gradually by individual members of that church or 
religious order losing their initial spirit of worship. Some will be singing to God from their 
hearts or responding to prayers with all their hearts.  Others will not open their mouths, or 
if at all, they open their mouths, they mutter the words with no passion. The more the 
church or religious order allows the number of these unresponsive persons to grow in their 
midst, within a short time, it’ll no longer be a church or religious order that’s spirit-filled, a 
Church willed by Jesus Christ at the Pentecost, it will be close to a social organization, 
where the pastor or council members are more passionate about fundraising through the 
bingo, raffle draws, or carnivals than spiritual vivacity of the church or religious order. 
Therefore, superiors of religious orders and pastors of church communities should watch 
out for this deadly attack before it brings their church or communities down. Instruct 
persons who are unresponsive during worship to change lest they change the religious 
order or the enthusiasm of the church. Compromising the spirit of worship is dangerous. 
 
The Church began with manifest vibrancy of the Holy Spirit... and there was tongue of fire 
upon each person in the Upper Room...and they all worshipped God intensely, speaking in 
heavenly language…to the extent that the multitude of persons standing far from the 
Upper Room were attracted. They preached the Word of God with strong passion and 
persuasion, and 3000 persons were struck to the heart in an instant, surrendering to God, 
they inquired, “what shall we do?” They repented, were baptized and received the Holy 
Spirit (Acts 2). What is going on in many church-communities now is directly contradictory 
to the Church founded by the Holy Spirit. Gradually, the world and the church have 
relapsed into a social gathering that Jesus met when He came into the world. Why do many 
persons today deeply feel that they were better off in their spiritual life than now that they 
belong to a church or religious order? Jesus rebuked the Scribes and Pharisees in these 
words “You traverse sea and land to make one convert, and when that happens you make 
him a child of Gehenna twice as much as yourselves” (Mt.23:13-22). One thing to look out 
for in any church or religious order is the way they worship. Is it spirit-filled? I have been 
to some churches, once the choir begins to sing and as the liturgy unfolds, you can discern 
the spiritual life in the Church. Unfortunately, many churches have reduced their choir to 
one paid chorister; and it demoralizes if this chorister is merely doing this for pay. Why do 
we no longer have choirs in many churches? The question, “Do they worship in Spirit?” 
should be seriously considered since no one can pray without the Holy Spirit? The decline 
of a church is proportional to the decline of the Holy Spirit in that Church. Where the spirit 
of worship is dying, that church is dying. 
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