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Truly God does not condone sin; however, He has always demonstrated His pleasure to receive 

all who repent of their sins. Jesus dined with many of them in the Scriptures. He thirsts for every 

soul (Jn.19:28). 

 

While preaching in a far-off country in Asia recently, I discovered how God’s love can move 

human hearts beyond measure. At the end of the three-days presentation few persons requested 

for the Bible passage that I had quoted on the first day of the presentations. It brought them 

God’s reassuring love and some of the priests hearing confession testified that one penitent 

observed that he had not been to confession for fifty years and another person for twenty years. 

Prior to that very fruitful conference organized by the Catholic Men and Women in Action 

Group, some persons were locked up in the weightiness of a conscience that made them believe 

that they had blown up their relationship with God and thus, they would never be good nor 

acceptable. I had cited this reassuring quotation at the first presentation, “This is how we know 

that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at rest in His Presence. If our hearts 

condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, and He knows everything” (I Jn.3:19-

20). A mother testified that her eighteen-year-old son had made plans to hang out with his 

friends that weekend; he just wanted to be at the program for the opening Mass on Friday. After 

the opening talk, God moved his heart to cancel his trip and he stayed for the entire weekend. 

May God fulfill his desires and the stirring of his to become a priest, which he later revealed. 

 

I had emphasized that we should not allow the tempter to beat us double-fold. In the first fold, he 

lures us to sin against God. In the second fold, he turns around to make us believe that we will 

never be forgiven of that sin. This is where he holds many in captivity, even now, because their 

inability to forgive themselves is more than a feeling, but a manifest doubt of the power of God 

to forgive sins. Dear Friends, it is not our past sin that offends God now (as we have truly 

repented and confessed it), rather our lack of faith to accept His forgiveness. He was dismayed 

when His Apostles showed for lack of faith; and He would want everyone who has read the 

stories of His encounter with Mary Magdalene, Zacchaeus, the Prodigal Son, etc., to rest in the 

peace of His forgiveness. He says, “My sheep hear My voice” (Jn.10:27), and thus, He is not 

pleased that some of His children hearken to the voice of the accuser, (satan, the accuser of the 

children of God Rev.12:9) who makes them believe that God will never forgive them. Jesus 

rejoices in all who turn unto to Him “For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn 

the world, but to save the world through Him.” (Jn.3:17).  Even if our hearts accuse us may we 

turn unto the Lord for His love is greater than our conscience. 

 

Fr. Ignatius Mary 
 

 


