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Luke’s Gospel celebrates the mercy of God. Closer look at Luke shows that he is the Evangelist 
who talks about the Prodigal Son, the Lost Coin, the Lost Sheep (Lk.15). He was of Gentile origin 
and his gratitude for unmerited salvation is evident in his Gospel account. 
 
Do you believe in God’s mercies? Have you accepted His forgiveness? Many persons are beaten 
by the evil one in two fronts: he tempts them, and they fall into sin; then, he turns around to 
accuse them continually, instilling the spirit of condemnation within them, and convinces them 
that God will never forgive them. In this way, he stifles spiritual joy and demolishes their prayers 
as they feel, after praying, that God would not accept their prayers. When we have repented of 
our sins and confess them, what would be more sinful is refusing to accept the fact that God has 
forgiven us; this is double victory for the tempter when we doubt the power of God to forgive 
sin. As we celebrate St. Luke today (October 18), may we revive our spirits by trusting the Word 
of God teaching that even though our conscience accuses us God’s love is greater than the 
condemnation of our conscience (I Jn. 3:19-20.) 
 
Additionally, Luke is the Evangelist who gave a more detailed analysis of the woman with the 
issue of blood (Lk.8: 43-48); he was a medical doctor by profession and used his medical culture 
to proclaim the Gospel. God has given each of us unique talents and would want us to serve Him 
in unique ways. It is possible to use our talent for a moneymaking career and never to serve God 
with it. In the spirit of thankfulness, many lawyers have volunteered as advocates for the poor 
(pro bono lawyers); some medical practitioners have served in free medical missions to the 
underprivileged, and some professional teachers have become teachers of faith/catechesis in 
their faith-communities. How does God benefit from the talent He has given you? Give thanks to 
the Holy One! 
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