
Historic Spiritual Weapon       October 7, 2019 
 
After the Mass and prayer this morning, I asked persons in attendance, “Do you have your 
weapon?” I was glad to see robust smiles on their faces. It is not easy to get many smiles today; 
sincerely many persons are going through trials – terrific economic hardship in some parts of the 
world, and suicidal spiritual aridity in some other parts. This day, October 7, holds a significant 
history for all humanity. 
 
Many have not thought about why countries in North Africa (Tunisia, Egypt, Algeria, etc.) the 
cradle of human civilization and seat of flourishing Christian expansion, are no longer typically 
Christian, but densely occupied by Muslims. Many may wonder why places like Syria, Iraq, etc., 
largely became Muslims even though we hear about Paul in Acts of Apostles converting these 
areas (recall his popular encounter on the way to Damascus, capital of Syria, Acts 9:1-19; 22:6-
21). Many have not also thought about why only the Pope wears the white skullcap and cassock 
while other Cardinals, Bishops, and Priests wear either red or varying colors except white (or 
where there’s special permission granted to local clergy to wear white cassocks). 
 
The erosion of Christianity would have been the same for the entire Christendom, thanks to the 
fact that God intervened to save Christian Europe from the militant invasion of the Ottoman 
armies. By then, the Ottoman dynasty was the world power, and we understand the popular 
saying that the religion of the king became the religion of the people (“Cuius regio, eius religio”). 
Wherever they conquered, Islam became the religion. When the Ottoman army wanted to invade 
Christian Europe, Pope Pius V called for all Christians to take on their Rosary and pray that the 
New Eve, Mary, through whom God brought the Savior to humanity will intercede before her Son 
so that Christendom would not be wiped out by the rage of the enemy of Jesus Christ. On the 
day of the battle, popularly called the Battle of Lepanto 
(https://www.britannica.com/event/Battle-of-Lepanto, 1571), the few Christian armies 
miraculously overcame the Ottoman armies who had planned an incursion with 250 vessels 
decked with armies (what you may describe as the powerful attack-submarines of the world 
powers today like USA or Russia). Please read this famous victory that helped to preserve 
Christianity, you will see the miracle that enabled the few untrained Christian armies to 
overpower the vast sophisticated army of the Ottoman. In honor of this victory, the Pope 
instituted this day, October 7, as the feast of the Holy Rosary. Since then it has become a tradition 
that the popes dress in white. Pope Pius was a Dominican Friar before he was elected a pope and 
he still dressed in the white Dominican attire. 
 
October is a special month for the Holy Rosary. We are required to say the Rosary at least once 
a day, not only in October, but so much in October. Many do not know why we should say the 
Rosary as they misconstrue honoring Mary as worshipping her. For those, who want to open their 
hearts to these words of the Bible “Hail, oh favored woman” (Lk.1:28), ““Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!” (Lk.1:42), and “all generation shall call me 
blessed” (Lk.1:48), please say the Rosary, that’s the way to honor her. It is a weapon to overcome 
spiritual assaults of the dragon upon the children of God (Rev.12). In all, we know that all victories 
come from Jesus Christ, and He easily grants the requests of His mother for us (Jn.2:1-11). 
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