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A beautiful day of transformation, we celebrate on every February 11; a great day of hope when we recall 

how divine transforming grace is showered from Heaven. There is no situation that God cannot transform. 

At the beginning there was formlessness and darkness (Gen.1); God spoke, and light emanated from the 

darkness, and God saw that all He had created is good. For you the reader, there are things that have 

happened in your life or your family; sometimes, we may be weighed down by the circumstances. Let us 

not forget, however, that oftentimes God calls great persons from families or situations that are 

despicable, even now some good things keep coming out of once despised Nazareth (Jn.1:46). I was in 

Lourdes of France two years ago and I was fascinated by some mysteries. I love human creativity and 

great vacation cities; however, I am always greatly moved when I visit Holy Places where Heaven has 

touched the earth. I mean, I do not fault any craving to vacation in the beaches of the Islands; however, 

many of us will come back with a new level of joy if they include in their destinations for vacation some 

Holy Places (Lourdes, Fatima, Jerusalem, Rome, etc.). There are places where abundant graces have been 

showered. 

While I was in Lourdes, the story of the apparition ground transformed the way I look at things. The tour 

guard who took care of our pilgrimage explained that the apparition ground used to be a very despicable 

place. It was a refuse dump. In some villages or cities, we have hideouts where “notorious” boys or girls 

meet for wrong things; sometimes, drugs and immorality. This spot where the Church Lourdes’ Shrine 

currently stands, was so notorious that parents cautioned their children not to go there. So, my perplexity 

was how in the world did the Blessed Mother choose to visit this dark spot? If you go to the Shrine of 

Lourdes today, which is described as the light of Europe because the miracles occurring there and the 

graces that flowed from the large crowd who flocked around Lourdes has helped to preserve the Christian 

Faith, especially in the darkest moment when the torrents of secularism swept through Europe. With 

Enlightenment revolution and rise in scientific discoveries, many intellectuals in Europe propandized 

other persons to shun and abolish religion (which they described as an “idol for persons hoodwinked in 

the cave”). 

Reflecting further, the Spirit of God wanted me to personalize the entire experience of Lourdes and see 

God in everything. What a great feeling to know what is coming your way after reading this reflection. 

God does not make mistakes. He did not cause any evil; however, He frustrates every evil plan against us 

by using the same circumstance to lift us up. The Cross was a symbol of shame and today because Jesus 

has been lifted and glorified on the Cross, it has become a symbol of power and salvation. Maybe 

someone has abandoned us and left us lonely, however, that situation has brought us closer to God. 

Sickness has led many persons to recognize the greater power of our God Who heals; through sickness 

also, some others have come to appreciate more deeply the redemption of Christ who took our infirmities 

unto Himself (Is.53). If one quits getting resentful about his or her circumstances, this would lead oneself 

to have more confidence in God Who transforms ashes into beauty (Is.61:3), and many good things are 

going to happen to oneself. Dear Friend, kindly remember the Scriptures, “And we know that God causes 

everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose 

for them” (Rom.8:28). May the transformation that occurred in the land of Lourdes come upon us as we 

celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes this day. 
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