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Oftentimes, God’s blessings come in a way that we do not understand because He is the Lord. 
Today in the Gospel reading, Salome interceded before Jesus Christ that her two sons would sit 
one at the right hand and the other at the other hand of Jesus. Jesus answered her politely; and 
redirected her desires (Mat.20:20-28). I believe that God also granted the request of Salome for 
her sons in another way. St. James, whom we celebrate his feast day today was the first Apostle 
to be martyred. John was the last Apostle to die. In some sense, one came at one end of the hand 
of Jesus in Heaven and the other at the other end of Jesus in Heaven. Dear Friends, when we 
pray, we should submit to God’s Will. When we desire to become saints, God will choose the way 
that will lead us to sanctity; oftentimes, many persons protest the way the Lord has chosen for 
them. 

In many cases, God also answers our prayer indirectly or in a way that it is not what we expect. I 
recall praying fervently for a sick mom some time ago; all my desire was that she would be healed 
and not die. Eventually, she died. I was really dismayed in my heart, and I begrudged God. We 
hinder communion with the Lord when we are begrudging Him in our heart; oftentimes, He does 
not speak until we let go of the annoyance. When I did let go of the grudge, the Lord says, “Why 
were you upset that the woman died? You prayed for her to live and I gave her eternal life. Did 
she die? Do you know what your prayer did for her?” I asked forgiveness from the Lord. Another 
nun complained to me about an embarrassing health situation that kept her humbled. She 
wanted to know why the Lord abandoned her. As I went into prayer the Lord revealed an image 
of her standing before the crucifix prior to her entrance into a convent to become a nun. She has 
always loved the Lord and agonized at His painful crucifixion. Before that crucifix, she desired and 
prayed to take some of the Lord’s suffering upon herself. She did not know that the Lord heard 
her. Thereafter, I invited the nun and spoke with her. She narrated the same scene I had seen in 
prayer. She rejoiced that God had granted her desire to suffer with Him; we prayed together that 
God would not allow a situation of ailment beyond her strength (I Cor.10:13). I believe that God 
heard our prayer, as her mood became more joyful all the time I have seen her from that 
moment.  

Is anyone upset with the Lord for presumed “unanswered prayers?” God has already heard and 
answered most of our prayers. 

On another note, we need to be patient with persons who seem to make greedy requests or 
express greedy ambition as Salome seemed to have done today before Jesus Christ. God knows 
everything and can bring everyone to conversion. I recall some years ago, when a pastor shared 
his initial desire to buy a private jet for his ministry. This desire was not because of any necessity 
of his ministry, rather he thought it is a way to see God’s blessing upon any preacher. One day, 
he meditated about the extravagance of his desire for a private jet; he repented and regretted 
thinking in that way. Some of the pastors we condemn as evil today can also repent of 
extravagant desires, if we can pray for them. May the Lord give us the grace to pray for each 
other and with love, bring each other to the right path, especially our spiritual leaders. 
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