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Shortage of Priests may not really be the case for this. One would want to know whether this is 
the first time the Church has had need for Priests in mission lands! What has happened to the 
original intention for founding Propaganda Fidei? Some recent Pontiffs called the Church in 
some current flourishing missions “the reserve of the Church and vitality for the future, leading 
in a new season of hope;” has this ‘reserve’ been used up or the priestly vocations there not 
good enough, or should Africa not ‘tell us too much’ as one leading Prelate remarked? Could it 
be that some local churches where Priests are needed are in some way enabling the shortage? 
As we truly believe that the Church is one, there is need to look into the missionary freedom 
given to previous missionaries and the subtle restriction imposed on current missionaries in 
preaching the Truth handed unto the Church. Furthermore, is there no need to rediscover the 
priestly “First Love” in Jesus Christ Who satisfies all desires? Are some persons asking for what 
could become a downfall in carrying out priestly ministry, as the vocation to marriage has its 
own proper challenges? 
 
During my Graduate studies in one of the renowned Catholic universities of America, a 
professor pointed out what he described as an error, that is, applying the principle of 
democracy in defining doctrines and faith. This does not mean that the democratic process is 
erroneous, however, democratic principle should not be de facto principle in defining teachings 
on Tradition and Faith. Opinions can be sampled; however, unity of revealed truths must be 
considered. The professor had explained that the church has rejected a perspective that holds 
that dogmas and morality should be determined by casting votes, and whatever the majority 
approves should become the new morality or dogma. Every dogma must have an organic unity 
with revealed truth in the Sacred Scriptures, that is, the Word of God revealed in the Bible and 
in the Sacred Tradition of the Church. When you read most of comments at the social media, 
one can see that majority of persons want priestly celibacy to end. Many of the persons 
commending the opinion that Priests should marry in the Roman Catholic Church approve this 
because they say there is need for more priests in some areas. Most of the arguments come 
from the logic of persuasion; and some other arguments question where it is written in the 
Bible that Priests should not marry. Are we now going to join the world to reduce the teachings 
of Christ to sola scriptura, that is, only what is explicit in the Bible? There will be more serious 
problems on the way if this logic prevails. Other traditions and Sacraments that have come 
from the deposit of faith will gradually be weather-beaten. John the Evangelist writes that there 
are many things that Jesus did that are not recorded in the Bible (Jn. 21:25). One would need to 
know where the wife of Jesus, to Whom all priests are patterned, is mentioned. I must 
acknowledge that this writeup does not focus on the theological reasons why the Catholic 
Priests should remain celibate (there are some documents on that); my focus here is on the 
argument that there is shortage of Priests in some areas.  
 
 
 

  



Propaganda Fidei: The Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples 
 
The argument of many persons on why married persons should be ordained is to provide Priests in 
Church’s missions that need priests. From my little knowledge during graduate studies on the 
History of the Church, Propaganda Fidei was founded during the missionary boom of the church in 
some nations in Europe to help in recruiting and forming priests for areas beleaguered by shortage 
of priests. Though the Wikipedia does not write comprehensively on a subject, however, it gives 
some clues. The intention for the foundation of Propaganda Fidei is showcased in these words, “It 
was founded by Pope Gregory XV in 1622 to arrange missionary work on behalf of the various 
religious institutions, and in 1627 Pope Urban VIII established within it a training college for 
missionaries” (Propaganda Fidei (The Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, Congregatio 
pro Gentium Evangelizatione, Wikipedia). Europe had vocation boom when this office of the Vatican 
was founded, and thus many vocations were specifically recruited and formed by this dicastery for 
the purpose of the missions. They sent the priests to those areas (like Asia and Africa) to fulfil the 
need in the Body of Christ; when one part of the Body of the Church is lacking, it is complemented 
by other parts where there is flourishing (2 Cor.9: 13). In some other situations, the dicastery helped 
religious families or dioceses who had lots of vocations to be able to provide missionary priests and 
religious. When the missionaries went to the mission lands, they did not find it easy with the local 
languages and cultures. In some cases, they learned the local languages and evangelized the culture. 
They were not proficient in those local languages and cultures. We understand the need for 
missionaries to learn local languages and evangelize persons in the language they understand. In the 
same vein, persons should be open and patient while the missionaries learn their language. 
 
 
Evangelization of Africa 
 
Africa, Asia, South America, etc., largely were evangelized by this initiative of the Church. I have read 
the history of the Catholic Church in my local diocese, and my parents confirmed how their 
grandparents were baptized in a parish that has given birth to more than four dioceses now (more 
than 300 parishes). They walked for almost two days to get a Mass. In many cases, Catechist or 
Mission-teachers were sent to mission-stations to help to evangelize them. Providentially, the influx 
of European priests and religious: Irish missionary Priests, Holy Ghost Fathers, SMA (Society 
Missions of Africa), White Fathers, St. Patrick’s, etc., made some priests available for the missions. 
This problem has always been in the church and there was a solution. The missionaries to Africa 
were also not very fluent and persons seeking God rejoiced to have the sacraments. By then, many 
missionaries who came to Africa could not also cope with some of the ungodly cultures, however, 
they helped to evangelize the persons on the teachings of Jesus Christ. Africa will never be thankful 
enough to the Church for these missionaries who helped stop things like killing of twin babies, 
polygamy, idol worshipping, etc. By their great sacrifice, many young indigenous vocations were 
inspired. 
 
 
 

  



Time for Reciprocation 
 
Some recent Pontiffs had mentioned severally that Africa and some other missions where priestly 
and religious vocations are currently flourishing have received the generosity of the Church and one 
day, will reciprocate by filling the church with vocations, “From this renewed approach to the word 
of God and from the rediscovery of their own baptism, the lay faithful will find the strength to 
witness to their faith in Christ and in his Gospel in their daily life. In this crucial phase for the whole 
continent the Church in Africa, with her commitment to serving the Gospel and with the courageous 
witness of effective solidarity can play the lead in a new season of hope. In Africa I saw spontaneity 
in the yes to life, a freshness of the religious sense and of hope, a perception of reality in its totality 
with God and not reduced to positivism which, in the end, extinguishes hope. All this shows that in 
this continent there is a reserve of life and vitality for the future, on which we can count, on which 
the Church can count. My journey has also been an important appeal to Africa to direct its every 
effort to announcing the Gospel to those who do not yet know it. It is a renewed commitment to 
evangelization to which every baptized person is called, promoting reconciliation, justice and peace” 
(Benedict XVI General Audience Address November 23, 2011 following his concluded apostolic trip 
to Benin, Africa.) 
 
In some parts of Africa, we have a great deal of priestly vocations that are declined. I have been a 
formator and vocation director in Nigeria for instance; there is a limit to everything: how many 
aspirants you can take, age limit, etc. I have had annual interview for over 70 aspirants and was 
conditioned to take only eight persons because my religious family would not want more than that. 
The religious family did not have the resources to take care of all these vocations. In some dioceses, 
they have 40 – 60 junior seminarians graduating from the minor seminary (high school), the diocese 
needs only 10 – 15 aspirants to continue with major seminary because they cannot take care of all 
the vocations. Most of these would-be priests or religious are dismissed because of unserious 
reasons. My humble appeal is that Propaganda Fidei looks into these lost vocations that God is 
giving to the Church. We are grateful that this office of the Vatican is helping seminaries in Africa in 
some ways, however, as it happened during the vocation boom in Europe, I believe that if 
Propaganda Fidei recruits priestly vocations in Nigeria, for instance, they will rescue more than 200 
priestly and religious vocations every year and prepare them for the Church’s mission lands. When 
God’s hands for missionary work were on individual countries like Spain or Ireland, the Church and 
entire humanity benefited from them. I cite Nigeria as an example because some dioceses there 
have been described as the Ireland of Africa because of the vocation boom that can be used by the 
Church. 
 
On the other hand, Africans or Asians should see the need that God is placing before them and 
respond to the need. It is often disappointing to see some African or Asian missionaries who are 
after money and studies in the West rather than evangelization. When the Irish missionaries came 
to Nigeria, they saw opportunities to make money, but they focused on evangelization of the 
people. The unexplored crude oil was there, and they could have looked into it. Some of them lived 
in very poor conditions and were martyred. Why should a missionary priest or nun make job or 
education a primary focus in a mission land? It may be helpful to investigate those conditions given 
to the missionaries that make them turn to seeking a job or study. Are these conditions imposed on 
them by their religious families or dioceses that sent them out as missionaries? Are these conditions 
imposed upon them by the local church where they have come to spread the Gospel? 
 
 



Are Current Mission Lands responsible for the Problem? 
 
I have heard some vocation directors in some dioceses who say that they were given instruction not 
to take aspirants to the Priesthood from some parts of the world because they cannot cope with the 
culture or way of life. Yes, it is true that some missionaries from these countries have accents and 
some parts of the world today would want to have persons speak their languages fluently. However, 
we have never had perfect missionaries; human beings have flaws. One cannot say that priesthood 
in some parts of the world are deficient in formation or character because the early missionaries 
had priests who made mistakes too in the missions. One has to evaluate the meaning of “not being 
able to cope.” Is it in the sense of weather? Missionaries should not be limited to certain places of 
the world because of what they preach. In Africa for instance, when the missionaries came, they 
helped to evangelize traditions that were incompatible with the teachings of Christ. They had the 
freedom in the Holy Spirit to proclaim the Truth. Now, in some parts of the world they limit 
missionaries on what to preach. I have been in a local church where I was asked not to preach things 
that might make some women upset. Current missionaries should be given the freedom to preach 
on other forms of killings of babies, and marriages that do not synchronize with the Sacred 
Scriptures; these are the teachings of Christ that were handed to the missions by the early 
missionaries. In some other places you receive months of orientation on some issues that keep you 
from preaching the full Gospel of Christ. Orientation is good; however, when it leads to limiting the 
Truth that could be preached, then missionary evangelization is not sought for. Missionaries of the 
Church have always been enjoined on the orientation of the teachings of Christ in the Sacred 
Scripture. Preaching the Truth of the Sacred Scripture should be distinguished from colonialism, 
nevertheless. 
 
 
Rediscovering the First Love in Priesthood 
 
Our Lord declares that some have received a call to celibacy for the sake of the Kingdom of God 
(Mat. 19:12). When we seek the Lord in spirit and truth, we find joy and fulfilment. Surely, our Lord 
and God loves families; He wants persons who have the call to families to raise families; 
nevertheless, we will not neglect the fact that there are necessary distractions that family posit in 
rendering service to the souls entrusted to a Priest. It is true that St. Peter married before Jesus 
called him and instituted the Priesthood. Modern families are becoming more complex, with all the 
cultural influences and infiltrations in families today. What many persons think will be a solution can 
become a downfall in priestly ministry. When we ask married couples, they help us to know that 
marriage has its own cross, and put the same cross on the priestly call, and something will certainly 
diminish dutiful priestly ministry to the faithful. When Jesus satisfies a Priest, the tendency to seek 
happiness in created beings dwindles. We find in Him all we need to be content. St. Bernard was so 
enamored with the love of Christ that he stated that anything that has no Christ in it has no taste for 
him; every religious and priest, like St. Bernard, can experience the same satisfaction in Christ. 
When we commit ourselves to the Lord through life of prayer and preaching, which should be the 
main hub of priestly life, we will experience a sweetness that supersedes all desires (Acts 6:4). 
Christ’s love is sufficient! Renewal in Priesthood will be a great help in responding to the call to end 
the priestly celibacy. Thus, the Lord says, “I remember the devotion of your youth, how as a bride 
you loved Me and followed Me” (Jer.2:2-5); “You have forsaken the love you had at first…do the 
things you did at first” (Rev.2:2-4). 
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