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A tautology, someone may say. Many know that Pentecost means harvest: both are from a 

kindred word in Jewish ethos. Nevertheless, I used both terms to draw attention to an important 

unfolding event that has just begun. We understand that the Holy Spirit is the Person of the Holy 

Trinity operating primarily in the world now. He inhabits the universe after Jesus has ascended. 

Since the Pentecost Day when Jesus fulfilled His Promise of the coming of the Advocate (Acts 

2), the Holy Spirit has not left. As the Father had communed with Adam and Eve in the Garden 

of Eden before the Fall, and as Jesus had walked on the streets of Israel in bodily form 2000 

years, the Holy Spirit is present in the world now. The Holy Spirit is fulfilling and perfecting 

redemption in Jesus Christ through evangelism and the Sacraments; He is preparing the Church 

for the final marriage with Jesus Christ, the Bridegroom, and then, handing over the entire 

universe to the Father, which will bring time to an end. As such, personal relationship with the 

Holy Spirit is not only inevitable for every Christian but the ultimate Divine Will for each 

person. Jesus leads us to the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit is the only One Who forms and 

perfects us in Jesus Christ (Jn.16:13). No one can grow in the knowledge of God and relationship 

with Jesus Christ if the Holy Spirit is not currently at the epicenter; Jesus speaks about the Holy 

Spirit, “He will glorify Me because He will take from what is Mine and declare it to you” (John 

16:14). Many of us who love Jesus need to reconsider our relationship with the Holy Spirit; the 

relationship should be intimate and concrete. He is a Person and can be related to as we relate 

with the God-man, Jesus Christ. 

 

What has just begun two days ago, on Ash Wednesday, will culminate in the Feast of 

Outpouring, the Harvest, the Pentecost. I grew up in a time when we got most of what we ate 

from subsistence farming; we did not have the privilege of the present generation. They need 

only a Shop Rite or a Walmart; in our case, we needed a farm. However, I learned some lessons 

that have become a spiritual resource. The purpose of every farmer in farming is for a good 

harvest. Farming unfolds in a process of succeeding activities; it begins with clearing the ground, 

tilling, manuring, planting the seed, and then, ultimately, the harvest. One commonplace 

experience is this, “a poor tilling and planting leads to poor harvesting;” there is no magic about 

it. As I meditate on it this morning, I see God’s wisdom in perfectly harmonizing mystery with 

nature. It is not by coincidence that Lent begins in the coarseness of Winter; Easter in the 

blossoming of Spring and Pentecost in the elation of Summer. Then, I believe that I was inspired 

to see the Lenten period as the moment of tilling and planting for the Harvest of Pentecost. At 

the end of the meditation, I was taken back to my previous words stating that “A poorly observed 

Lent leads to an indifferent Easter and possibly, to a scanty harvest on Pentecost. Day.” God is 

just and rewards everyone accordingly. He can also reward persons undeservingly as He wishes; 

however, from common sense, we understand that He lavishes His Spirit upon all who are eager. 

 

Dear Friends, as I pray, I discern an urgency that we need the outpouring of the Holy Spirit to 

strengthen us to face the exigencies of future Christianity. Many good things are on the way as 

well as terrible challenges. We need a fresh outpouring for both. How you till and prepare for the 

planting of April 19, Good Friday, will determine your joyful sprouting of April 21, Easter 

Sunday, and will eventually play a tremendous role on your Pentecost Day harvest of June 9, 

2019; on this day the Holy Spirit will pour abundant graces upon all who seek more intimacy and 



growth in Jesus Christ. As such, how we observe the Lenten season will play a tremendous role 

in the outpouring that each of us will receive (please google the meaning of Lent if need more 

information). 

 

Fr. Ignatius Mary 
 


