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What makes Priests holy is the anointing of the Lord upon them and their dedication to God; 
through this dedication their anointing is renewed. Priests are loved by the Lord because 
renouncing the things of this world, they live in simplicity to advance His Kingdom. This simplicity 
and total commitment to the work of God is the source of their holiness and contentment. When 
a Priest starts getting into love of worldly goods, and pays little attention to prayer and preaching, 
he becomes distracted. Priests have received this divine lot from our Apostolic Foundation, the 
head of the Apostles said, “Therefore, brothers, select from among you seven men confirmed to 
be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will appoint this responsibility to them and devote ourselves 
to prayer and the ministry of the word” (Acts 6:4). Sacred anointing separates Priests for the work 
of the Lord. Once a Priest starts mixing the Word of God with the world, the counsel of God with 
the way of the world, there is chaos and confusion. We understand that one cannot successfully 
mix the Word of God and things of the world; things will not be straight when such happens. The 
Word of God is pure, the Word of God is God. God is Holy. Things of the world contradict things 
of God; when a Priest wants to please both the Lord and the world, there is chaos. This is where 
some persons are right now, and the reason for confusion in some sectors of the Body of Christ, 
the Church. I have listened to some Priests, who in their past, experienced God’s unction and love 
continually; then, they began to focus on created things (like pursuit of wealth or studies) more 
than Jesus, the more they accumulated material things, the lesser the prayer life. At the long run, 
they discovered that they have money but lacked the joy and peace they used to have; they saw 
themselves getting easily stressed, annoyed, and livid. Our Lord thirsts for the intimate friendship 
that He had with some Priests who have abandoned themselves to the love of created things. 
Please note that making love of Christ a priority does not mean that created goods are evil; 
instead, they should not become a Priest’s primary preoccupation. In order to gain Jesus and only 
Him alone, St. Paul considered all other things as loss (Phil.3:8). 

Celibacy Enabling Church’s Mission 

The Church would need missionaries until the end of the ages, “Go into the whole world and 
preach the good news” (Mk.16:15). We are close to impeding the missionary call of the church 
as many seek to end priestly celibacy. The Lord has said that He has come to cast fire and cause 
division among family members. Does this mean that the Lord does not love families? Does it 
mean that the Prince of peace is also the prince of division? He does love and want families. He 
is the giver of peace. However, we have seen in many situations that whenever the Lord calls 
someone to advance His Kingdom, in many cases, family members are the ones to intervene, 
oftentimes, because of a legitimate necessity. For this reason, before the Lord sent out His first 
missionaries, He cautioned, “a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household” 
(Mat.10:36). Some martyrs had to renounce families to become missionaries of His Kingdom. God 
will not approve that a man abandons his responsibility to his children and wife for missionary 
work. Being a celibate priest for the kingdom of God enabled St. Maximillian Kolbe to offer his 
life in exchange for a farmer so that the man could take care of his family. We recall that the Nazi 
army had randomly picked some persons to execute, "One of the ten selected to die was a Jewish 
man named Franciszek Gajowniczek, who began to cry out: 'My wife! My children! I will never 
see them again!' It was at this moment that Maximilian stepped forward as a true friend. He said: 
'...let me take his place" (Kolbe, Spanish Biography). This heroic choice was one of the reasons 
for his canonization; should we remove that priestly condition “of being alone for the work of the 
Lord” that enabled his heroic choice? 
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