
All Souls         November 2, 2019 
 
November 2 is a special day to remember the departed souls; however, this pious act is 
recommended for the whole of November. Christians do not agree on this point, but it is very 
important that we do not neglect our family members and other dead persons who need our 
help. There is a place of purification for souls who did not make up with God before their sudden 
passing away. These souls are not lost forever. It does not mean that there is no hell. Some 
persons on this earth have chosen to give their souls to satan and reject God in all ramifications. 
However, there are other persons who love God but fall into sins that need purification. We see 
this pious act clearly in the Sacred Scripture (2 Mac.12:38-45, please read this part of the Bible or  
google it if it is not in your Bible). 
 
The problem is that many Christian denominations have limited number of Books in the Bible, 
especially the Old Testament. The Jews had not accepted most of the inspired Books written 
while they were in exile, or books written in other language than Hebrew. Even though the 
Jews do not formally include the Books of Maccabee, but they observe the Feasts deriving from 
the Book of Maccabees. The Jewish Feast of Hanukkah originated from the Maccabean war, 
which is written in Books I and 2 Maccabees. In the teachings of Jesus Christ, He spoke about 
persons paying the last penny before they are fully forgiven. This comes after personal 
judgment as soon as someone dies. While their bodies await final resurrection and final 
judgment on the Second Coming of Jesus, they still need prayer and can obtain God’s mercy. At 
the end of the world, when Jesus comes to judge the dead and the living, then we will have only 
hell or heaven. By then no one will pray for the dead. This place of purification, purgatory, is 
like the prison in our communities. When one is in the jail, someone needs to bail him or her. 
When families neglect their relative in jail, they can stay there until they receive all punishment. 
One can be bailed to  
reduce the duration. 
 
Dear Friend, prayer reduces the duration of suffering souls in purgatory. Kindly pray for your 
family members who have departed. God will use the prayers to help other souls if your family 
members’ souls are already with God. It is costly neglect if we think that all our departed 
relatives are already with God. We can reduce their stay in purgatory. Our love for them makes 
us do this, not only in November but regularly. You can pray the Psalms on forgiveness for them 
(Ps. 103, 130, etc.), book Masses, or say the Holy Rosary for their souls. 
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