
A Shining Lamp        September 9, 2019 
 
After reading an incident that I have narrated here, I exclaimed, “I am not doing 
well on this!” How often I have complained about persons who seem to be 
ungrateful rather than offer them up to God, like Jesus Who was crucified by human 
beings whom He came to redeem? How often I got frustrated on my mission 
because some persons I am preaching to do not see the risks I take for their souls? 
The world celebrates St. Peter Claver today. He ended the monstrosity of humans 
to humans; an amazing example that prompts self-inquiry on this singular 
injunction of the Lord, “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, 
how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be 
thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. You are the light of the world. A city 
on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a basket” 
(Mk.5:13-15). His example was so powerful that Pope Leo XIII made this great 
proclamation, "No life, except the life of Christ, has moved me so deeply as that of 
Peter Claver;" eventually, he declared St. Claver patron of missionary work among 
all African peoples and seafarers. 
 
Born in Spain, St. Claver decided to be a missionary to Granada, one of the Spanish 
colonies. His world changed as he saw the slaves who came into the New World 
from Angola and Congo; he embraced a new undying passion. The condition of 
these slaves was so deplorable that a third of them died before they could 
disembark in Cartagena where they were sold by the slave dealers. St. Claver made 
himself “a slave of the slaves.” He worked among them providing food, clothing, 
lemons, etc. as they arrived from the sea. In his 40 years ministry, he baptized more 
than 300,000 of the slaves. This angered many slave masters and residents of the 
prosperous city who made much wealth from slave-deals. Some rich persons 
denounced him and propagandized the city against him; they bought a salve for 4 
crowns and sold him/her as much as 200 crowns. St. Claver also ministered to the 
Muslims and many other rich persons. Towards the end of St Claver’s life, his 
weakened health confined him in a room and unfortunately, the ex-slave who was 
assigned to help him starved him many times and abused him physically. He did not 
complain to anyone about this; rather, St Claver took it as a punishment for his own 
sins. 
 
Inspiration: St. Claver was tortured by an ex-slave for whom he was hated and how 
he offered up this suffering for his own sins without complaining about it. How 
many times we have lost an opportunity to become Christlike in showing sacrificial 
love, mercy, and offering up our sufferings to God. God have mercy! 
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